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Date: August 1, 2024 

 

To: Chair of House Committee on Transportation, Highways, and Public Works 

 Chair of Senate Committee on Transportation, Highways, and Public Works 

 Petroleum Helicopters Inc. - Director of Operations 

 Bristow Group Inc. - Director of Operations 

  

From: Michael Burrows, C.M. 

Assistant Director of Aviation (DOTD) 

 

Subject:  L.R.S. 40:1486.2(F) State Participation in and Promotion of Transportation of Oil and Gas 

Workers Over Water – Requires the Director of Aviation (DA) to publish a report to the chairs of the 

House and Senate committees on transportation, highways and public works, wherein the DA shall 

summarize and comment upon: 

 The previous year’s developments in safe practices for operators who provide over water 

flight services in the state or adjacent to its shores. 

 Evolution of safe practices through federal and industry organizations 

 Insure knowledge of all such practices by operators within the industry 

 

Background 

 

The legislature emphasizes that the production of oil for the energy needs of the state and nation is of vital 

concern, and the safety of those who work in the offshore industry and those who transport those workers 

is also of vital concern.  The legislature through this vehicle has directed the Department of 

Transportation and Development - Director of Aviation to participate in education, communication and 

promotion of aviation safety in the offshore oil and gas industry.  The goal is to reduce to as low as 

reasonably practicable the instances of helicopter accidents in the oil and gas industry by promotion of the 

adoption of safe practices in such operations.   

 

This legislation requires that the Director of Aviation request membership in the Helicopter Safety 

Advisory Conference (HSAC) and attend regular scheduled meetings of the conference for the purpose of 

education, understanding, and dissemination of information developed for the purpose of the promotion 

of safety through cooperation, and encourage all operators who provide over water flight services to the 

oil and gas industry to adopt and incorporate the recommended practices of HSAC into their daily 

operations.  Further, the Director of Aviation or his designated representative may attend and secure all 

writings in the form of recommended practices that result from HSAC conferences that relate to safe over 

water helicopter operations, and disseminate such writings in such a way that over water flight service 

providers in the state or adjacent to its shores are made aware of its content. 

Additionally, the Director of Aviation is required to maintain familiarity with all Federal Aviation 

Regulations Part 91 – General Operating and Flight Rules, Part 133 – Rotorcraft External Load 

Operations, and Part 135 – Operating Requirements: Commuter and On Demand Operations and Rules 

Governing Persons on Board Such Aircraft.  The Director of Aviation is also required to post through an 

identifiable link on the DOTD website pertinent information relevant to new Federal Aviation 

Regulations and Advisory Circulars published by the Federal Aviation Administration or recommended 

best practices by the Helicopter Safety Advisory Conference.      

 

The department is currently carrying out duties and responsibilities pursuant to Louisiana Revised 

Statutes Title 2 Aeronautics §2:6 which pertains to the powers and duties of the department in the 

promulgation of rules and regulations with respect to aeronautics.  The department shall foster air 

commerce within the state of Louisiana and shall have supervision over the aeronautical activities and 
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facilities.  Accordingly, the department may prescribe such reasonable rules and regulations as it deems 

necessary and advisable for the public safety and safety of those engaged in aeronautics.  Further, no rule 

or regulation prescribed by the department under the authority of L.R.S. §2:6 shall be inconsistent with 

the then-current federal legislation governing aeronautics and the regulations duly promulgated 

thereunder.   

 

The department currently conducts safety and compliance inspections on land-based heliports and 

helipads.  The department takes into consideration the critical type of helicopter that will operate at the 

facilities in determining the proper safety areas, final approach and takeoff areas and actual touchdown 

area.  To determine the proper dimensions, the department works closely with the helicopter operators to 

determine the length and width of the aircraft, the main rotor diameter and performance characteristics of 

the critical aircraft that will operate at the facility.  This in turn assists the facilities in ensuring that the 

proper safety precautions are implemented and maintained and further promotes the adoption of safe 

practices for helicopter operations and to conduct those operations with the highest degree of safety in the 

public interest throughout the state.     

 

Actions 

 

The Director of Aviation designates a representative to attend Helicopter Safety Advisory Conference 

(HSAC) meetings as they are scheduled and attends various committee meetings held during the 

conference. The designee also receives information from the U.S. Helicopter Safety Team (USHST), 

Vertical Association International (VAI), and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 

 

Safety 

 

After attending the conferences and committee meetings, the Director of Aviation and/or the designated 

representative will identify the pertinent safety information received and update the department’s website 

for dissemination of information. The department continues to be active with issues related to helicopter 

operations and safety to ensure compliance with this legislation and to promote the highest degree of 

safety for the citizens of Louisiana. 

 

The department through involvement with the associations previously listed and interactions with the 

rotorcraft industry, have also attended presentations regarding present and future aviation challenges.  

 

Additionally, the department continues to ascertain and disseminate critical rotorcraft safety and 

operational information via links from the Department of Transportation and Development – Aviation 

Division website.  

 

The following attachments are provided for your review: 

  

1. HSAC Letter - Emergency Actions for Offshore Aviation Fuel System Filter Monitor 

Vessels/Elements 

2. FAA Safety Alert for Operators – Recommended Procedures for Controller Pilot Data Link 

Communications and Partial Re-route Clearances 

3. FAA Safety Alert for Operators – Review and/or Revision of Aircraft Towing/Ground 

Handling Procedures for the Safety of Wing and/or Tail Walkers 

4. FAA Safety Alert for Operators – Suspected Unapproved Parts from a Bell Helicopter 

Textron Model 206B, Aircraft Registration Number N536T, Serial Number 3195 
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5. FAA Safety Alert for Operators – Suspected Unapproved Parts from a Bell Helicopter 

Textron (BHT)-206L. 

6. FAA Safety Alert for Operators – Recognizing and Mitigating Global Positioning System 

(GPS)/ Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) Disruptions. 

7. FAA Safety Alert for Operators – Automatic Dependent Surveillance Broadcast (ADS-B) 

Transmitter Anomalies. 

8. FAA Advisory Circular 120-92D – Safety Management Systems for Aviation Service 

Providers 

9. USHST Safety Reports 

10. HSAC Agendas  
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