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Trump administration mulls transfer of Special Ed
from Education Department according to report

By Shauneen Miranda
Contributing Writer

(States Newsroom) —
The U.S. Education De-
partment is looking to
move the $15 billion Indi-
viduals with Disabilities
Education Act program
outside of the agency, the
‘Washington Post reported
last Tuesday (Oct. 21).

In a statement to States
Newsroom,  department
spokesperson Madi Bie-

No Kings
Continued from Page 1

and pedestrian park that
cuts across the several
neighborhoods in New Or-
leans were there to protest
what many described as
Trump’s burgeoning au-
thoritarianism.

The New Orleans No
Kings rally started on the
Lafitte Greenway between
North Galvez and North
Prieur streets around 3:30
p.m. on Saturday (Oct. 18)
as part of a nationwide
demonstration against fed-
eral policies and gover-
nance that experts have
described as authoritarian
in advance of midterm
elections in 2026. New
Orleans was one of more
than 2500 places set to
host a No Kings rally.

Beth Davis, the press liai-
son for Indivisible NOLA,
the group organizing the
New Orleans event, said she
hoped the gathering would
achieve “awareness and mo-
tivation for people to get out
and vote for whomever they
think is in their best interest.”

Davis said roughly
10,000 people showed up
for the protest.

Among them were some
New Orleans residents al-
ready involved in some sort
of political action.

Laura Langdon, 70, said

dermann did not explicitly
confirm the report, but
said the department is
generally looking  for
ways to move its opera-
tions to other agencies.
President Donald Trump
has pledged to eliminate
the Education Depart-
ment.

The agency “is explor-
ing additional partner-
ships with federal
agencies to support spe-
cial education programs

without any interruption
or impact on students with
disabilities, but no agree-
ment has been signed,”
Biedermann wrote.
Biedermann said Edu-
cation Secretary Linda
McMahon “has been very
clear that her goal is to
put herself out of a job by
shutting down the Depart-
ment of Education and re-
turning education to the
states” and that McMa-
hon is “fully committed

to protecting the federal
funding streams that sup-
port our nation’s students
with disabilities.

Trump’s administration
moved to lay off 465 de-
partment employees, in-
cluding 121 at the Office
of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services,
carlier this month amid
the ongoing government
shutdown.

A federal judge has tem-
porarily blocked the ad-

ministration from carry-
ing out the layoffs, but
the ruling provides only
short-term relief as legal
proceedings unfold.

The department’s many
responsibilities  include
guaranteeing a free public
education for students with
disabilities through IDEA.

Trump has already sug-
gested rehousing special
education services under
the Department of Health
and Human Services.

HHS secretary Robert
F. Kennedy Jr. said on so-
cial media in March that
the agency is “fully pre-
pared” to take on that re-
sponsibility.

Fully transferring re-
sponsibility for IDEA
would require an act of
Congress — a significant
undertaking given that at
least 60 votes are needed
to break a Senate fili-
buster and Republicans
hold just 53 seats.0

rally brings thousands to Lafitte Greenway

she joined a regular protest in

their democracy. She said

the on M

Street and Napoleon Avenue
after Trump returned to of-
fice. For her, being at the
rally made her feel a sense of
collective energy.

“We all have our little
groups, and then we all
come together and get
ideas,” Langdon said.

Langdon was there with
her friend Melinda Early,
71, who said she was in-
spired by a podcast where
she learned about observ-
ing immigration courts.
Early said she decided to
get involved doing that
after Trump took office.
She said she felt like she
was being active and more
American by attending the
rally with her friend.

Sabrina Foster, who said
she is active in Black Lives
Matter political organizing
in the city, also spoke with
Verite News at the rally. She
said she became more polit-
ically active after losing her
son, former Saints player
Glenn Foster, Jr., who died
while in police custody in
Alabama, but that this was
her first No Kings rally.
Foster said she was happy
that white people were fi-
nally waking up to a reality
that Black Americans have
always faced in the coun-
try — having to fight for

she’s in solidarity
for that democracy, but
wishes others would have
heeded the warnings of
Black Americans earlier.

“I'm pissed off, because it
took him to come back into
office to wake them up,”
Foster said.

Eric Gabourel, a co-orga-
nizer with Critical Mass
NOLA, organized a bike
ride to the event. He said
that he thinks people are
hungry for change, but that
creating a shift in conditions
for working class people in
Louisiana can only be
achieved through grassroots
organizing that sustains be-
yond the midterm elections.

“The South is ripe to be
organized, but we have to
put in the work,” he said.

Among the crowd were
also people who came out
to serve the community,
like Julie Ray, 72, and her
team of medics.

A retired nurse, Ray was
the lead medic for the
event’s standing medic
team. She said she grew up
in Opelousas, Louisiana
and moved to New Orleans
first in 1972 before moving
to California and returning
in 2004, making New Or-
leans her home. Ray spoke
with Verite News on the
phone on Thursday ahead

La’s child poverty rate

Continued from Page 1

age 18 torise across the coun-
try to 13 percent in 2024.

To account for the
smaller sample size of
states, the study measured
rates across three years
rather than annually.
Louisiana has seen one of
the steepest rises in child
poverty rates, jumping
from 11 percent measured
from 2019-21 to 19 per-
cent from 2022-24, tied
for highest in the nation

with Washington, D.C.
Data for 2024 from the
U.S. Census Bureau ranks
Louisiana 49th with a child
poverty rate of 24.8 percent.
Only Mississippi’s rate was
worse at 25 percent, and
New Mexico was third
worst at 21.4 percent.
“Poverty poses a serious
threat to children’s devel-
opment and long-term
well-being,  with  far-
reaching consequences for
our economy,” foundation
vice president Leslie

You should know ...

Continued from Page 1

Constitution and therefore
could not bring suit in fed-
eral court. Justice Taney pro-
claimed: “We think [people
of African ancestry] ...were
not intended to be included,
under the word “citizens” in
the Constitution...They had
for more than a century be-
fore been regarded as beings
of an inferior order, and al-
together unfit to associate
with the white race, either in
social or political relations;
and so far inferior, that they
had no rights which the
white man was bound to re-
spect; and that the negro
might justly and lawfully be
reduced to slavery. . . . He
was bought and sold, and
treated as an ordinary arti-
cle of merchandise and traf-

fic, whenever a profit could
be made by it. This opinion
was [at the time of the
adoption of the U.S. Consti-
tution] fixed and universal
in the civilized portion of
the white race....”

In spite of the United
States Supreme Court’s de-
cision that Dred Scott was
a slave, he did finally re-
ceive his freedom. The
wife of his deceased en-
slaver agreed to transfer his
ownership to a Missouri
abolitionist on the condi-
tion that she receive the
wages the Scott family
carned over the last seven
years. The wages amount-
ed to about $750. There is
speculation that, in 1857,
Dred and Harriet Scott
were worth about $350
cach on the slave market.0

Boissiere said in a news
release. “The data un-
equivocally show that
public programs have a
direct positive impact on
our nation’s children.”
Over the past three years,
45 states and Washington,
D.C., saw increases in child
poverty. Regionally, states in
the Southeast had the highest
average child poverty rates in
the country, while Midwest-
ern states had the lowest.
Louisiana’s 19 percent
child poverty rate from
2022-24 represented about
200,000 Louisiana children,
according to the study.
SNAP is among the public
programs the foundation
credits with helping allevi-
ate child poverty rates.
‘Without federal food assis-
tance, child poverty rates
across the U.S. could rise 15
percent and affect an addi-
tional 1.42 million children,
according to the report.
The metrics used for the
report capture local cost
variations, tax credits and
costs of essential expenses
for families such as health
care and housing to calcu-
late whether or not a child
is in poverty. The results
also show that access to
quality, well-paying jobs
for family members and
lowering the cost of house-
hold essentials like health
and child care also play a
large role in reducing the
rate of child poverty.0

The no Kings rally in New Orleans on October 18, 2025.

Photo by Christiana Botic/Verite News and Catchlight Local/Report for America

of the rally.

“It gets in your soul,”
Ray said about the city.
“It’s the food, it’s the
music and it’s the people.
The people of New Or-
leans are like none other,
and theyre the best ever.”

Ray was leading a group of
approximately thirty individ-
uals who wanted to be pres-
ent to ensure that the rally
had people who could pro-
vide first aid in case it was

needed. Her team consists of
nurses, physicians, veterinar-
ians and ER nurses.

A stage positioned at the
edge of the field held a
wide range of speakers in-
cluding  human  rights
lawyers and student and
community activists. The
speakers called for the rally
goers to become politically
engaged in a variety of is-
sues ranging from support-
ing  immigrants,  the

LGBTQIA+ community
and Palestinian liberation.
“We must stop illegal de-
tentions, voter suppres-
sion, censorship, cruelty
and corruption to protect
the rights and the dignity
of every person, you know
why?” asked one of the
speakers, Alanah Odoms,
executive  director  of
ACLU Louisiana.
“Because we have a con-
stitution, not a king.”0

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

The Lou

NEW ORLEANS RAILGATEWAY PROGRAM
Statz Project No. H.005168
Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208 (500)
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
a Department of Transporation and Develapment (DOTD) and the
Faderal Jailrcad Administratiol. in coordination with the Federd Highway
Administraion, Mew Orleans Regional Planning Commssics and the railroads

operaling in the Mew Orleans metropolilan area will host an open house public
meeting for the Jefferson Highway Rail Grossing Relocation Project.

THURSDAY, NOYEMBER 13, 2025
6:00 PM. - 7:30 P.M.

QOchaner Medicel Certer Campus
Brant Howse Holel, 2nd Fleos, Ballreom
1512 Jeferson Highway, New Orleans, LA 73121
Comnplimentary parkig: Ochsner Medical Center Parking Garage,

2nd Flooe and above

£ roadway mverpass.

This peoject is evaluating combining the two at-grade highway-rail crossings on
Jefferson Highweay (US 90) between the Ochsner Medical Canter and Monticsllo
éwanue Into 8 single cressing and grade separseting ihe ccmbined crossing with

The open house maeing will consist of @ repeating recordad prasentation of the
gliematives developed, exhibis forviewing, the oppartunity to speak with DOTD
end Sticty Team represaniatives, provide cormments, and join the study distributian
Iest b rscive Ut NOLERS,

Allinleresied partizs are encouraged (o allend he open house. Comments ieceivad
@l thr apeen howse and wriller commaents poskmarked by November 24, 2025 will
become parl of the meeting recard. 11 you are unableto attend the meeting., vou may
rail your commants 1o he acdress BStec balo,

Kew Orleans Rail Gateway Program
e/o The Hawthorme Agency, Ing.
P.C. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70156

Thie: meeting locabon is accessibe 1o persons with dsabilties. I you need speciel
eecommodations (e.g., sign language) o require iranslalion services, please call
ED4-AEB-6196 al haasl fve business days in advance of tha meeting

El lugar da reunidn es eccesible para personas con
ciscapacidades. i necesita edaptaciones espaciales
(30r efemiplc, lenguaje de sefac) onecesita servicios
co tracucciin, larme al 304-338-6136 &l menos cincd
cias habiles antes de la reuniin.

For mave infemation pliase corrset 504-488.6198 ar visit ww.totd.la gov/asoutofica-
cf-mulimodakoommancemilfraight-and-passangar-ailnas-orean s ral-gataway progranm
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Both parties lose public confidence as
Americans grow angry and disillusioned

By Stacy M. Brown
Contributing Writer

(Black Press USA) —
‘With the 2026 midterm elec-
tions still a year away, Amer-
icans are growing
increasingly weary of both
major political parties. Ac-
cording to a new Pew Re-
search Center survey, neither
the Republican nor the Dem-
ocratic Party is widely
viewed as governing ethi-
cally or honestly.

The survey of 3445 adults,
conducted from September
22 to 28, just before the
monthlong government shut-
down, found that only 39
percent of Americans de-
scribe the Republican Party
as governing honestly, while
42 percent say the same
about the Democrats. Most

Americans view both parties
as too extreme, with 61 per-
cent saying that about Re-
publicans and 57 percent
about Democrats. Frustration
dominates  the  national
mood. About half of Ameri-
cans say both parties make
them angry, and only 36 per-
cent say the Republican
Party makes them feel hope-
ful. Even fewer, 28 percent,
say that about the Democ-
rats. “Majorities continue to
view both parties as too ex-
treme in their positions,”
Pew researchers wrote in the
report released Thursday.
“And both are viewed by
majorities as not governing
honestly and ethically.”

The discontent is particu-
larly intense within the Dem-
ocratic Party. Sixty-seven
percent of Democrats say

their own party makes them
feel frustrated, a sharp in-
crease from previous years.
Among those who are frus-
trated, 41 percent say the
main reason is that the party
has not pushed back hard
enough against the Trump
administration. Others cite
weak leadership, lack of a
clear message, and an ab-
sence of unity. Republicans
express far less frustration
than Democrats, though they
are not entirely satisfied ei-
ther. Forty percent of Repub-
licans and
Republican-leaning  inde-
pendents say they are frus-
trated with their party, while
nearly seven in ten say the
GOP makes them feel hope-
ful. The study also found that
Americans remain deeply di-
vided on policy. The Repub-

lican Party continues to hold
an edge on crime and immi-
gration, while the Democrats
lead on health care, abortion,
environmental policy, and is-
sues of race.

Forty-five percent of
Americans say they agree
with the GOP on crime pol-
icy compared with 28 per-
cent who side with
Democrats.  Republicans
also lead by nine points on
immigration, but their ad-
vantage on the economy has
nearly disappeared, falling
to only three points. De-
mocrats maintain a wide
lead on health care, with 42
percent siding with them
and 29 percent with Repub-
licans. Even on foreign pol-
icy, large shares of
Americans reject both par-
ties. Forty-six percent say

they agree with neither on
the Israel-Hamas conflict,
and 36 percent say the same
about Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. The survey shows
that confidence in demo-
cratic values is fading. A
narrow majority of Ameri-
cans, 53 percent, say the
Democratic Party respects
the nation’s democratic in-
stitutions and traditions,
while only 44 percent say
that about the GOP. Democ-
rats are more often de-
scribed as tolerant of
different types of people,
with 56 percent saying that
applies to the party, com-
pared with 40 percent who
say that about Republicans.

Nearly a third of respon-
dents, 31 percent, say both
parties are too extreme, and
one in four say neither gov-
erns honestly. About a quar-
ter say neither represents
their interests well. Even
when Americans agree, their
expectations reveal the di-

vide. Most people in both
parties say it is important for
the opposing side to compro-
mise, but fewer than half say
their own party should do the
same. Only 46 percent of
Democrats and 39 percent of
Republicans say it is very
important for their party’s
elected officials to reach
across the aisle.

According to Pew, “Most
Americans are frustrated
with both parties, and about
half say each makes them
angry.” The Center con-
cluded that, “Neither the Re-
publican nor Democratic
Party is widely seen as hav-
ing good ideas.” The sur-
vey’s margin of error is plus
or minus 1.9 percentage
points. But the deeper error
may lie in how far the pub-
lic’s faith has fallen in a sys-
tem that no longer inspires
hope. “Allin all,” the authors
concluded, “Americans
don’t see many good ideas
from either political party.”0

Trump ‘regulatory relief” to boost greenhouse, toxic emissions

Continued from Page 3

employees donated $3.6
million to various cam-
paigns during the 2024
election cycle.

The HON Rule is ex-
pected to cost the industry
more than $190 million a
year to meet the new re-
quirements.

Trump: Chemical
industry is ‘critical
infrastructure’

The HON Rule requires
more than 200 facilities
across the country to monitor
their emissions for certain
high-risk emissions including
ethylene oxide, chloropene,
benzene and vinyl chloride —
which have been linked to
cancer and other health-re-
lated problems. The rule also
ends loopholes that
empted facilities from the
Clean Air Act during start-
ups, shutdowns and plant
malfunctions.

‘When the rule was final-
ized in 2024, the Biden ad-
ministration said it would
reduce elevated cancer risk
by 96% in fenceline com-
munities. Taylor’s father,
Robert, was one of the en-
vironmental advocates from
Louisiana present when the
HON Rule was signed by
then-EPA  Administrator
Michael Regan.

“We always want any
petrochemical industry to
be regulated,” Tish Taylor
says. “That’s all we ask:
That they be good neigh-
bors, that they not kill us
in the process of making
billions of dollars and
maybe pay some taxes to
help us have economic de-
velopment.”

CIEL argues the Trump
administration  cited a
never-before-used  provi-
sion of the law to grant the
exemptions, allowing the
president to suspend haz-
ardous air pollutant regula-

ex-

tions if he “determines that
the technology to imple-
ment such standard is not
available and that it is in the
national security interests of
the United States to do so.”

In his July proclamation
granting the two-year ex-
emptions, Trump charac-
terized petrochemical
facilities as “critical in-
frastructure” vital to safe-
guarding the country’s
supply chains and reduc-
ing its dependence on for-
eign minerals crucial to
the nation.

Trump also wrote that the
HON Rule “imposes sub-
stantial burdens on chemi-
cal manufacturers already
operating under stringent
regulations” and that the
monitoring and air quality
testing being mandated
were not “practically avail-
able” and could not be im-
plemented ~ “safely  or
consistently under real-
world conditions.”

CIEL expects the ex-
emptions to be legally
challenged as were the
ones Trump issued a
month prior for the coal
industry. The coal exemp-
tions are the subject of a
lawsuit filed in June by a
coalition of environmen-
tal groups.

“Justice delayed is justice
denied,” Feit says. “At
some point, the short term
becomes the long term.”

Fear, confusion grip
communities

Jane Patton, the Fossil
Economy Campaign man-
ager with CIEL, says envi-
ronmental advocates were
stunned by how quickly the
Trump administration
handed out the exemptions —
with no community notice.
She also notes that the list of
exempted facilities released
by the Trump administration
in some cases did not match
the names of existing facili-

ties, leading to confusion.

She says CIEL’s initial
calls with environmental
leaders in fenceline com-
munities were riddled with
questions: How do the ex-
emptions affect the lives of
people living in fenceline
communities? Which facil-
ities are affected?

“How are families sup-
posed to keep their chil-
dren safe if they don’t
know what’s in the air?”
Patton says. “Folks are
trying to come to us for
answers, and we don’t
have answers. Like, it’s
not even just that we
don’t have answers be-
cause we haven’t investi-
gated. It’s that there may
not be answers to be had
right now, and that is very
scary and confusing for
communities.”

In 2019, Diane Wilson
reached a $50 million settle-
ment against Formosa Plas-
tics, one of the exempted
companies, in what was
called the largest payout in
U.S. history for a citizen en-
vironmental suit. The petro-
chemical giant was found
liable for illegally dumping
toxic waste — including
plastic beads and powder —
in waterways along Texas’
Gulf Coast. The settlement
funds are being used to reme-
diate affected land and water,
boost envi 1 educa-

expand its Point Comfort
plant, which is projected to
raise greenhouse gas emis-
sions the most of any of
the expansions — equiva-
lent to about 670,000 gas-

powered vehicles..

“It’s really outrageous
that they can get permits
when you have a serial
polluter and it’s docu-
mented,” says Wilson,

leader of the San Antonio
Bay Estuarine Water-
keeper. “Thave a real prob-
lem about them getting all
of those exemptions — like
they need it easier.”¢

Plans to expand production at BASF’s TDI plant in Geismar, La. have been projected to
increase toxic air emissions for the nearby community by 18,969 tons annually due to ex-
emptions President Donald Trump granted recently that would have forced the company

to adhere to stricter air quality monitoring.

Photo courtesy Louisiana Economic Development
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NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY PROGRAM
State Project No. H.005168
Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208 (500)
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) and the
Federal Railroad Administration, in coordination with the Federal Highway
Administration, New Orleans Regional Planning Commission and the railroads

operating in the New Orleans metropolitan area will host an open house public
meeting for the Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project.

tion and research and revital-
ize the local fishing industry.
As part of that settlement,
the company also agreed to
eliminate all plastic waste at
its Point Comfort plant in
Calhoun County, Texas, and
pay penalties until dis-
charges from the facility
stopped. But since June
2021, Wilson says her or-
ganization has documented
859 violations and $34.1
million in fines, which the
company is required to pay
under a consent decree.
The company plans to

Staves off state-led takeover

Continued from Page 3

the agency, in turn, owes
the city. The city will also
be spending down part of
the deficit with a portion
of its over $200 million re-
serve fund.

However, even if those
measures are able to cover
a substantial portion of
the city’s deficit, the city
will likely still have to
shrink its  workforce
through furloughs — and
potentially layoffs.

“Everything is on the
table,” Morrell  said.

“We’re going to claw
back all the money we
can, and we’re going to
see if that’s enough to
make sure that essential
services are funded and
city workers are paid.”
Previous administrations,
such as Mayor Mitch Lan-
drieu’s and Mayor Ray
Nagin’s, have dealt with
major shortfalls with hiring
freezes and temporary fur-
loughs, which are tempo-
rary or part-time
suspensions of city work-
ers. But the city has already
implemented a  hiring

freeze. And at the press
conference, Morrell warned
that furloughs would not be
enough to cover the deficit.

“We cannot furlough our
way out of this,” he said.
“A day of furlough in the
entire city is a million dol-
lars. Even if we furloughed
everyone through the end
of the year, it would not
serve the deficit.”

City leaders say they
will also continue to pur-
sue other measures to dra-
matically limit the city’s
expenditures through the
end of the year.¢

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2025
6:00 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.

Ochsner Medical Center Campus
Brent House Hotel, 2nd Floor, Ballroom
1512 Jefferson Highway, New Orleans, LA 70121
Complimentary parking: Ochsner Medical Center Parking Garage,

2nd Floor and above

a roadway overpass.

This project is evaluating combining the two at-grade highway-rail crossings on
Jefferson Highway (US 90) between the Ochsner Medical Center and Monticello
Avenue into a single crossing and grade separating the combined crossing with

The open house meeting will consist of a repeating recorded presentation of the
alternatives developed, exhibits for viewing, the opportunity to speak with DOTD

and Study Team representatives, provide comments, and join the study distribution
list to receive future notices.

Allinterested parties are encouraged to attend the open house. Comments received
at the open house and written comments post-marked by November 24, 2025 will
become part of the meeting record. If you are unable to attend the meeting, you may
mail your comments to the address listed below.

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
¢/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70156

The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. If you need special
accommodations (e.g., sign language) or require translation services, please call
504-488-6196 al least five business days in advance of the meeting.

El lugar de reunitn es accasible para personas con
discapacidades. Si necesila adap pecial
(por ejemplo, lenguaje de sefias) o necesita servicios
de traduccion, llame al 504-488-6196 al menos cinco
dias habiles antes de la reunion.

For more information please contact 504-488-6196 or visit www.dotd.la.gov/aboutioffice-
of-multimodal-commercefrail/frei d-p: nge il (| il-gateway program/
Jefferson-highway-rail ing: tudy s/

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT

La. Weekly: 10/27 and 11/3/25
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SCHOOL NOTES

MORRIS JEFF COMMUNITY SCHOOL: Morris Jeff, a Bac-
calaureate Programme public charter school, will host
an open house for prospective Orleans Parish students
in grades PK-12 at its campuses on Nov. 4 at 5:30 p.m..
Open house for pre-K-7 will be held at the Lopez cam-
pus, 211 S. Lopez St. in Mid-City. Open house for 8-12

Dominican team a winner

will occur at the Frantz campus, 3811 N. Galvez in New
Orleans. www.morrisjeffschool.org.
WARREN EASTON CHARTER HIGH: Warren Easton will
host an open house for prospective students and their
families on Nov. 4, 5-7 p.m,, at the Ninth Grade Acad-
emy, 3030 Canal St. in New Orleans. Guests can tour the
campus, meet teachers and current students and learn
more about Warren Easton’s academic and extracur-
ricular prog X
THE WILLOW SCHOOL: The Willow School will hold a se-
ries of open houses to learn more about arts-integrat-
ed, inquiry-based approach to education in K-12. Lower
School open house for grades K-4 is Nov. 5, 6 p.m., at
the Everett Williams Campus, 7315 Willow St. High
School open house for grades 8-12 is Dec. 4, 5-7 p.m.,
at the Elijah Brimmer Campus, 5624 Freret St. Tours run
every 15 minutes 5 p.m. willowschoolnola.org.
DISCOVERY SCHOOLS: Kenner Discovery Health Sci-
ences Academy and Dr. John Ochsner Discovery Health
Sciences Academy will hold open houses for prospec-
tive students and families. The open house for Kenner
middle/high grades 5-12 will be Oct. 29, 5:30 p.m., at
the Loyola/Vintage Campus, 3837 Loyola Drive. The
open house for Kenner lower grades PK-4 will be Jan.
21, 2026, 5:30 p.m., at the Maine Campus, 2504 Maine
Ave. in Metairie. The open house for Ochsner Discov-
ery grades PK-8 will be Jan. 14, 5:30 p.m., at DJOD, 1108
Shrewsbury Road in Jefferson. All Jefferson Parish
residents are eligible to apply. Admission is open-
enrollment and does not require testing. www.apply.
avela.org.
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HIGH: An admissions open house
for interested Orleans Parish residents will be held Oct.
30, 5-7 p.m., at the school, 2001 Leon C. Simon Drive in
New Orleans. www.bfhsla.org.
ST. MARY’S DOMINICAN HIGH: Dominican’s Spend-A-
Day registration is open to prospective students in
grades 5-8. The fall dates are Oct. 31 and Nov. 4 and 11.
Visits are 7:50 a.m. to 3:10 p.m., and guests will meet
the students, faculty and staff and experience what
it means to be a Dominican student. Registration is
required. stmarysdominican.fsenroliment.com.
NEW ORLEANS MILITARY AND MARITIME ACADEMY:
Registration is open for open houses for grades 8-12 in
the cafeteria, 425 0'Bannon St. in New Orleans. Dates
are Nov. 6 and 18 and Jan. 8 and 22, 2026. Doors open
at 5:30 p.m., with presentations at 6 p.m. Attendance is
required to apply for the 2026-27 school year. Parent(s)
or legal guardian(s) must attend. Parent or guardian
identification is required at check-in. nomma.net/ad-
missions.
ST. MARY’S DOMINICAN: A benefit tennis tournament
will be held Nov. 14, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m., at the Privateer
Tennis Center at University of New Orleans, 6801 Frank-
lin Ave. Registration is open until Nov. 10, with entry
fees at $90 per team, $45 per clinic entry and $30 per
www.stmar, inican.org.
JOHN F. KENNEDY HIGH REUNION: The 50th reunion of
the graduating class of 1976 will be held April 10. The
reunion committee is seeking contact information from
class members. Details are available on the JFK Class
of '76 Facebook page. cbrylski@aol.com.
SCHOEFFNER SCHOLARSHIP: Applications are open
through Dec. 1 for full-time college students who
meet the criteria and are graduates of Destrehan
High School or Hahnville High School. For details, go
thel -
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scholarship.

in chalk-painting competition

PROVIDED PHOTO

St. Mary’s Dominican High School’s National Honor students received second place honors
among 12 schools at the New Orleans Hispanic Heritage Foundation’s annual Chalk Painting:
Our Hispanic Heritage contest held in City Park. The Dominican students created a 10-foot
by 10-foot square chalk mural of Our Lady of Guadalupe, with orange marigolds to represent
Mexico. The annual contest gives students three hours to complete the chalk drawing. The
Dominican team, under art teacher Angelle Caffery, was, from left, Leah Johnson, Brianna
Teran and Xuan-Anh Hoang.
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Former LSU football coach Ed Orgeron stands with a Children’s Hospital patient.

Ex LSU coach Ed Orgeron brings

tablets to hospitalized children

Bringing iPads and good
cheer to Manning Family
Children’s Hospital

BY ANNETTE SISCO
Staff writer

Children hospitalized for cancer and other
serious illnesses have to put up with poking,
prodding and tests. Days can be long and
lonely.

Access to an iPad helps the time go by
thanks to games, movies, chats with family
and schoolwork. That’s why the nonprofit

Miracle Children’s Foundation has made
it their mission to distribute the handheld
devices to hospitalized children, with help
from celebrities and heroes who have the
unique ability to brighten up a sick kid’s day.

On Oct. 2, former LSU football coach Ed
Orgeron spent several hours at Manning
Family Children’s Hospital, giving out per-
sonal iPads, signing autographs and posing
for photos with young patients.

The coach’s famously big personality went
into teddy bear mode as he was surrounded
by kids who were, for the moment, distract-
ed from their ordeal.

“We believe every child deserves to feel

Patients received iPads that will help them
stay connected to family and friends, play
games, watch movies and otherwise stay
busy during their hospitalization.

connected and supported, even during their
hardest moments,” said Rick Newman,
founding board member and president of
the New Orleans-based Miracle Children’s
Foundation.

The Miracle Children’s Foundation sup-
ports children with cancer and life-threat-
ening illnesses. Learn more at miraclechil-
drens.org.

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
State Project No. H.005168
Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208 (500)
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD)
and the Federal Railroad Administration, in coordination with the Federal
Highway Administration, New Orleans Regional Planning Commission and
the railroads operating in the New Orleans metropolitan area will host an

open house public meeting for the Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing
Relocation Project.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2025
6:00 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.

Ochsner Medical Center Campus
Brent House Hotel, 2nd Floor, Ballroom
1512 Jefferson Highway, New Orleans, LA 70121
Complimentary parking: Ochsner Medical Center Parking Garage, 2nd
Floor and above

This project is evaluating combining the two at-grade highway-rail crossings
on Jefferson Highway (US 90) between the Ochsner Medical Center and
Monticello Avenue into a single crossing and grade separating the combined
crossing with a roadway overpass.

The open house meeting will consist of a repeating recorded presentation of
the alternatives developed, exhibits for viewing, the opportunity to speak with
DOTD and Study Team representatives, provide comments, and join the study
distribution list to receive future notices.

All interested parties are encouraged to attend the open house. Comments
received at the open house and written comments post-marked by November
24, 2025 will become part of the meeting record. If you are unable to attend
the meeting, you may mail your comments to the address listed below.

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
c/o0 The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
P.0. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70156

The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. If you need
special accommodations (e.g., sign language) or require translation services,

please call 504-488-6196 at least five business days
/Elk\:‘{

in advance of the meeting.
OUISIANA DEPARTIENT O

c £
TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT

El lugar de reunion es accesible para personas con
discapacidades. Si necesita adaptaciones especiales
(por ejemplo, lenguaje de sefas) o necesita servicios
de traduccion, llame al 504-488-6196 al menos cinco
dias habiles antes de la reunion.

For more information please contact 504-488-6196 or visit
‘www.dotd.la., fice-of- il
I il-g: y-programy/j highway-rail ing-relocati dy

rail/freigl passenger-rail/new-or
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Bingle’s beginnings: Hear Mr. Bingle’s life story from daughters of his creator

The daughters of #F F

the man who cre-
ated Mr. Bingle will
discuss the history
of the iconic New
Orleans snowman
from the Maison

ingly Army soldiers,
with sailors and
airmen in support.
Before the Army
could launch such an
endeavor, however,
it had to learn how to

Blanche department Chﬂs conduct amphibious

store on Nov. 13. Smith operations against a
Jerilyn Alline LIBRARY contested shore.

Faulstich and De- CONCERT: Pianist

nise Alline Gurtner
will speak about the
beloved Christmas tradi-
tion at 7 p.m. at the East
Bank Regional Library,
4747 W. Napoleon Ave.,
Metairie.

Mr. Bingle was conceived
in 1948 by Emile Alline Sr.,
the store’s display man-
ager. Initially named “Snow
Doll,” he was renamed Mr.
Bingle to align with the
store owner’s preference
for the initials “MB.”

Puppet shows and radio
and television commer-
cials made Mr. Bingle, a
little snowman with an ice-
cream cone hat, holly-leaf
wings and Christmas orna-
ments for eyes, became
holiday staple.

Local puppeteer Oscar
Istentrout was hired to
bring Mr. Bingle to life for
passers-by on Canal Street
through regular marionette
shows in the store’s front
window.

WWII DISCUSSION GROUP:
John Curatola, author of a
new book titled “Armies
Afloat: How the Develop-
ment of Amphibious Opera-
tion in Europe Helped Win
World War I1,” will speak
at 7 p.m. Nov. 6 at the East
Bank Regional Library,
4747 W. Napoleon Ave.,
Metairie.

American forces storm-
ing the beaches of Nor-
mandy on D-Day, June 6,
1944, is one of the most
famous moments in U.S.
military history. But behind
this iconic assault is the
long-overlooked history of
learning and innovation.

Significantly, the amphib-
ious forces taken ashore
that day were overwhelm-

LAGNIAPPE

Richard Dowling
and cellist Evan
Drachman will perform at
2 p.m. Nov. 16 at the East
Bank Regional Library,
4747 W. Napoleon Ave., Me-
tairie, as part of the Piatig-
orsky Series.

Since 1990, the Piatigor-
sky Foundation has pre-
sented more than 4,000 per-
formances, introducing the
joy of live classical music
in communities throughout
the country. Piatigorsky
artists play for audiences
including seniors, school-
children, the economically
disadvantaged, and those
living in geographically re-
mote areas.

READ ALL ABOUT IT: Pat Be-
denbaugh will present a
brief history of the news-
boys of New Orleans at
7 p.m. Nov. 17 at the East
Bank Regional Library,
4747 W. Napoleon Ave.,
Metairie.

The 1870s in New Orleans
were a time of loss and suf-
fering following the end
of the Civil War. Yellow
fever epidemics and mass
immigration of the poor
filled New Orleans with
orphans and half-orphans.
The newsboys were among
those numbers.

Many of those newsboys
were family breadwinners.
Bedenbaugh’s grandfa-
ther was among them. His
obituary said he was cast
“upon the streets” at age 4
and lived in the newsboys’
home until he married.
That obituary started her
search to learn about the
home.

HOMESCHOOL SERIES: The
Homeschool Series at
Terrytown Library, 680

Families have their photo taken with Mr. Bingle at City Park’s Celebration in the Oaks.

Heritage Ave., Terrytown,
offers lessons for ages 6
and up, though younger
students are allowed. Up-
coming lessons:

= Native gardening: 2 p.m.
to 3 p.m. Nov. 10

= Indigo dyeing: 2 p.m. to
3 p.m. Nov. 17

m Heritage share: 2 p.m. to
3 p.m. Nov. 24

COFFEE AND CARS: Patrons
with classic cars or motor-
cycles can bring them to
the parking lot of the East
Bank Regional Library,
4747 W. Napoleon Ave.,
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 8, to hang
out with people like them
or those who are just curi-
ous.

This event is part of the
75th anniversary of the
Jefferson Parish Library
system. A special blend of

coffee will be served. Cars/
motorcycles for display
should be parked in the lot
to the left of the main entry
drive while visitors should
park on the right side.

LEGAL HELP: The Legal
Education and Assistance
Program sponsored by the
Louisiana Bar Associa-
tion has offered a unique
program to JPL that offers
remote access to Westlaw,
apremier legal research
database.

Westlaw provides access
to primary and secondary
sources of law, including
annotated versions of stat-
utes/code articles and case
opinions, legal textbooks,
and forms. However, this
databases requires more
skill to navigate. Because
it is primarily a tool for at-
torneys, the reading level

is quite high and may not
be appropriate for some
patrons.

But, for those patrons
with slightly more obscure
legal questions or who re-
ally want to do a deep dive
on a legal topic, Westlaw
is a good bet. The Westlaw
program is available only
through the JPL website.
Once there, patrons should
go to the light brown Digi-
tal Library box, click on it,
scroll down to find “West-
law.”

MUSEUM PASSES: Jeffer-
son Parish Library has
partnered with the State
Library to expand the Expe-
rience Pass program with
Check Out Louisiana Mu-
seums. Library cardhold-
ers can reserve a limited
number of free admissions
to an expanded array of

STAFF FILE PHOTO BY DINAH ROGERS

cultural institutions, includ-
ing the Louisiana State
Museum’s French Quarter
properties such as the
Cabildo, Presbytere, 1850
House and New Orleans
Jazz Museum, along with
the Louisiana Sports Hall of
Fame in Natchitoches, and
the E.D. White Historic Site
in Thibodaux, among other
attractions.

Admissions to the New
Orleans Museum of Art,
The National WWII Mu-
seum, The Historic New
Orleans Collection and the
Pontchartrain Foundation’s
West End Lighthouse may
also be reserved at the
same website.

Chris Smith is manager of
adult programming at the
Jefferson Parish Public
Library.

Source material

A trio of national and local authors
will talk with New Orleans readers

BY JANE LEGROS
Contributing writer

NOTHING MORE |

richly layered novels
that center ancestry,
memory and the endur-

Three autho_rs ing strength of Black
pgme e OF THIS LAND )= o eror

Orleans library
patrons this
week.

0n Nov. 5, Indig-
enous journalist
and author Jo-
seph Lee will visit
the New Orleans
Public Library via
Zoom at 1 p.m. to
discuss his mem-
oir “Nothing More
of This Land.”

Growing up Aqui-
nnah Wampanoag,
Lee grappled with
what it means to
be an Indigenous
person in the world
today, especially as
tribal land, culture

JOSEPH LEE

“Sugar,” “The Book of
Harlan,” “Praise Song
for the Butterflies”
and other works of
fiction. Her writing
has earned numer-
ous honors, includ-
ing the American
Book Award and

an NAACP Image
Award.

FRENCH BOOK FEST:
Two free My French
Book Fest programs
are coming up in
partnerships with
the Alliance Fran-

caise de La Nou-
velle-Orléans.
At 11 a.m. on Nov.

8, illustrator Ilya

and ity face
new threats. Starting

Green will visit

Hubbell Library, 725 Pelican Ave., for a

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
State Project No. H.005168
Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208 (500)
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD)
and the Federal Railroad Administration, in coordination with the Federal
Highway Administration, New Orleans Regional Planning Commission and
the railroads operating in the New Orleans metropolitan area will host an

open house public meeting for the Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing

Relocation Project.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2025
6:00 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.
Ochsner Medical Center Campus
Brent House Hotel, 2nd Floor, Ballroom

1512 Jefferson Highway, New Orleans, LA 70121
Complimentary parking: Ochsner Medical Center Parking Garage, 2nd

Floor and above

This project is evaluating combining the two at-grade highway-rail crossings
on Jefferson Highway (US 90) between the Ochsner Medical Center and
Monticello Avenue into a single crossing and grade separating the combined
crossing with a roadway overpass.

The open house meeting will consist of a repeating recorded presentation of

with the story of his own tribe, which is
from the iconic Martha’s Vineyard in Mas-
sachusetts, Lee tackles questions around
Indigenous identity and the legacy of colo-
nialism.

Visit nolalibrary.co/joseph-lee to register
and submit questions for the author.

0n Nov. 6, local author Boyce Upholt will
speak about his book “The Great River:
The Making and Unmaking of the Missis-
sippi,” at 5:30 p.m. on Nov. 6 at Norman
Mayer Library, 3001 Gentilly Blvd.

In this landmark work of natural history,
Upholt tells the epic story of the wild and
unruly Mississippi River, and the centuries
of human meddling that have transformed
both the river and America.

0n Nov. 7, the New Orleans Public Li-
brary’s REACH Center team will host a
conversation with award-winning author
and storyteller Bernice McFadden at
6 p.m. at the Community Book Center, at
2523 Bayou Road.

McFadden will discuss her first memoir,
“Firstborn Girls,” a deeply personal explo-
ration of generational trauma, maternal
legacy and spiritual reckoning that traces
her own story alongside the lives of the
women who came before her.

McFadden is a national bestselling,
award-winning author celebrated for her

bilingual creative paper workshop where
kids and families craft fantastic charac-
ters inspired by the magic of cut-outs,
transfers, and collages.

Open to children ages 6-12 and their fam-
ilies, this playful workshop sparks imagi-
nation and storytelling. Space is limited;
visit events.nolalibrary.org to register.

On Nov. 10, My French Book Fest will
present a lively dance workshop with
Canadian author and performer Micah, in-
spired by his book “Micah! Let’s Go on an
Adventure.”

Attendees at the Milton H. Latter Memo-
rial, 5120 St. Charles Ave., will discover
French-Canadian culture through tradi-
tional jig steps, songs, and partner dances
in this fun, interactive workshop open to
children ages 6-12 and their families.

Space is limited; visit events.nolalibrary.
org to register.

For complete details about My French
Book Fest, including the schedule of
events, visit the website of Alliance Fran-
caise de La Nouvelle-Orléans.

Both programs will be presented in both
English and French.

Jane LeGros is the director of marketing
and communications for the New
Orleans Public Library.

the alternatives developed, exhibits for viewing, the opportunity to speak with
DOTD and Study Team representatives, provide comments, and join the study
distribution list to receive future notices.

All interested parties are encouraged to attend the open house. Comments
received at the open house and written comments post-marked by November
24, 2025 will become part of the meeting record. If you are unable to attend
the meeting, you may mail your comments to the address listed below.

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
c/o0 The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
P.0. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70156

The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. If you need
special accommodations (e.g., sign language) or require translation services,

please call 504-488-6196 at least five business days
/L;Q_J

in advance of the meeting.
OursiAnA

o OEPART
TRANSPORTATION & DF\

El lugar de reunion es accesible para personas con
discapacidades. Si necesita adaptaciones especiales
(por ejemplo, lenguaje de sefas) o necesita servicios
de traduccion, llame al 504-488-6196 al menos cinco
dias habiles antes de la reunion.

MENT OF
VELOPMENT

For more information please contact 504-488-6196 or visit
f-multi rail/ freight-and-passengs
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SCHOOL NOTES

MORRIS JEFF COMMUNITY SCHOOL: Morris Jeff, a Bac-
calaureate Programme public charter school, will host
an open house for prospective Orleans Parish students
in grades PK-12 at its campuses on Nov. 4 at 5:30 p.m..
Open house for pre-K-7 will be held at the Lopez cam-
pus, 211 S. Lopez St. in Mid-City. Open house for 8-12

Dominican team a winner

will occur at the Frantz campus, 3811 N. Galvez in New
Orleans. www.morrisjeffschool.org.
WARREN EASTON CHARTER HIGH: Warren Easton will
host an open house for prospective students and their
families on Nov. 4, 5-7 p.m,, at the Ninth Grade Acad-
emy, 3030 Canal St. in New Orleans. Guests can tour the
campus, meet teachers and current students and learn
more about Warren Easton’s academic and extracur-
ricular prog X
THE WILLOW SCHOOL: The Willow School will hold a se-
ries of open houses to learn more about arts-integrat-
ed, inquiry-based approach to education in K-12. Lower
School open house for grades K-4 is Nov. 5, 6 p.m., at
the Everett Williams Campus, 7315 Willow St. High
School open house for grades 8-12 is Dec. 4, 5-7 p.m.,
at the Elijah Brimmer Campus, 5624 Freret St. Tours run
every 15 minutes 5 p.m. willowschoolnola.org.
DISCOVERY SCHOOLS: Kenner Discovery Health Sci-
ences Academy and Dr. John Ochsner Discovery Health
Sciences Academy will hold open houses for prospec-
tive students and families. The open house for Kenner
middle/high grades 5-12 will be Oct. 29, 5:30 p.m., at
the Loyola/Vintage Campus, 3837 Loyola Drive. The
open house for Kenner lower grades PK-4 will be Jan.
21, 2026, 5:30 p.m., at the Maine Campus, 2504 Maine
Ave. in Metairie. The open house for Ochsner Discov-
ery grades PK-8 will be Jan. 14, 5:30 p.m., at DJOD, 1108
Shrewsbury Road in Jefferson. All Jefferson Parish
residents are eligible to apply. Admission is open-
enrollment and does not require testing. www.apply.
avela.org.
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HIGH: An admissions open house
for interested Orleans Parish residents will be held Oct.
30, 5-7 p.m., at the school, 2001 Leon C. Simon Drive in
New Orleans. www.bfhsla.org.
ST. MARY’S DOMINICAN HIGH: Dominican’s Spend-A-
Day registration is open to prospective students in
grades 5-8. The fall dates are Oct. 31 and Nov. 4 and 11.
Visits are 7:50 a.m. to 3:10 p.m., and guests will meet
the students, faculty and staff and experience what
it means to be a Dominican student. Registration is
required. stmarysdominican.fsenroliment.com.
NEW ORLEANS MILITARY AND MARITIME ACADEMY:
Registration is open for open houses for grades 8-12 in
the cafeteria, 425 0'Bannon St. in New Orleans. Dates
are Nov. 6 and 18 and Jan. 8 and 22, 2026. Doors open
at 5:30 p.m., with presentations at 6 p.m. Attendance is
required to apply for the 2026-27 school year. Parent(s)
or legal guardian(s) must attend. Parent or guardian
identification is required at check-in. nomma.net/ad-
missions.
ST. MARY’S DOMINICAN: A benefit tennis tournament
will be held Nov. 14, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m., at the Privateer
Tennis Center at University of New Orleans, 6801 Frank-
lin Ave. Registration is open until Nov. 10, with entry
fees at $90 per team, $45 per clinic entry and $30 per
www.stmar, inican.org.
JOHN F. KENNEDY HIGH REUNION: The 50th reunion of
the graduating class of 1976 will be held April 10. The
reunion committee is seeking contact information from
class members. Details are available on the JFK Class
of '76 Facebook page. cbrylski@aol.com.
SCHOEFFNER SCHOLARSHIP: Applications are open
through Dec. 1 for full-time college students who
meet the criteria and are graduates of Destrehan
High School or Hahnville High School. For details, go
thel -

. warr

0 WWW.
scholarship.

in chalk-painting competition

PROVIDED PHOTO

St. Mary’s Dominican High School’s National Honor students received second place honors
among 12 schools at the New Orleans Hispanic Heritage Foundation’s annual Chalk Painting:
Our Hispanic Heritage contest held in City Park. The Dominican students created a 10-foot
by 10-foot square chalk mural of Our Lady of Guadalupe, with orange marigolds to represent
Mexico. The annual contest gives students three hours to complete the chalk drawing. The
Dominican team, under art teacher Angelle Caffery, was, from left, Leah Johnson, Brianna
Teran and Xuan-Anh Hoang.
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Former LSU football coach Ed Orgeron stands with a Children’s Hospital patient.

Ex LSU coach Ed Orgeron brings

tablets to hospitalized children

Bringing iPads and good
cheer to Manning Family
Children’s Hospital

BY ANNETTE SISCO
Staff writer

Children hospitalized for cancer and other
serious illnesses have to put up with poking,
prodding and tests. Days can be long and
lonely.

Access to an iPad helps the time go by
thanks to games, movies, chats with family
and schoolwork. That’s why the nonprofit

Miracle Children’s Foundation has made
it their mission to distribute the handheld
devices to hospitalized children, with help
from celebrities and heroes who have the
unique ability to brighten up a sick kid’s day.

On Oct. 2, former LSU football coach Ed
Orgeron spent several hours at Manning
Family Children’s Hospital, giving out per-
sonal iPads, signing autographs and posing
for photos with young patients.

The coach’s famously big personality went
into teddy bear mode as he was surrounded
by kids who were, for the moment, distract-
ed from their ordeal.

“We believe every child deserves to feel

Patients received iPads that will help them
stay connected to family and friends, play
games, watch movies and otherwise stay
busy during their hospitalization.

connected and supported, even during their
hardest moments,” said Rick Newman,
founding board member and president of
the New Orleans-based Miracle Children’s
Foundation.

The Miracle Children’s Foundation sup-
ports children with cancer and life-threat-
ening illnesses. Learn more at miraclechil-
drens.org.

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
State Project No. H.005168
Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208 (500)
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD)
and the Federal Railroad Administration, in coordination with the Federal
Highway Administration, New Orleans Regional Planning Commission and
the railroads operating in the New Orleans metropolitan area will host an

open house public meeting for the Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing
Relocation Project.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2025
6:00 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.

Ochsner Medical Center Campus
Brent House Hotel, 2nd Floor, Ballroom
1512 Jefferson Highway, New Orleans, LA 70121
Complimentary parking: Ochsner Medical Center Parking Garage, 2nd
Floor and above

This project is evaluating combining the two at-grade highway-rail crossings
on Jefferson Highway (US 90) between the Ochsner Medical Center and
Monticello Avenue into a single crossing and grade separating the combined
crossing with a roadway overpass.

The open house meeting will consist of a repeating recorded presentation of
the alternatives developed, exhibits for viewing, the opportunity to speak with
DOTD and Study Team representatives, provide comments, and join the study
distribution list to receive future notices.

All interested parties are encouraged to attend the open house. Comments
received at the open house and written comments post-marked by November
24, 2025 will become part of the meeting record. If you are unable to attend
the meeting, you may mail your comments to the address listed below.

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
c/o0 The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
P.0. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70156

The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. If you need
special accommodations (e.g., sign language) or require translation services,

please call 504-488-6196 at least five business days
/Elk\:‘{

in advance of the meeting.
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El lugar de reunion es accesible para personas con
discapacidades. Si necesita adaptaciones especiales
(por ejemplo, lenguaje de sefas) o necesita servicios
de traduccion, llame al 504-488-6196 al menos cinco
dias habiles antes de la reunion.

For more information please contact 504-488-6196 or visit
‘www.dotd.la., fice-of- il
I il-g: y-programy/j highway-rail ing-relocati dy

rail/freigl passenger-rail/new-or
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Bingle’s beginnings: Hear Mr. Bingle’s life story from daughters of his creator

The daughters of
the man who cre-
ated Mr. Bingle will
discuss the history
of the iconic New
Orleans snowman
from the Maison

S

ingly Army soldiers,
with sailors and
airmen in support.
Before the Army
could launch such an
endeavor, however,
it had to learn how to

Blanche department Chﬂs conduct amphibious

store on Nov. 13. Smith operations against a
Jerilyn Alline LIBRARY contested shore.

Faulstich and De- CONCERT: Pianist

nise Alline Gurtner
will speak about the
beloved Christmas tradi-
tion at 7 p.m. at the East
Bank Regional Library,
4747 W. Napoleon Ave.,
Metairie.

Mr. Bingle was conceived
in 1948 by Emile Alline Sr.,
the store’s display man-
ager. Initially named “Snow
Doll,” he was renamed Mr.
Bingle to align with the
store owner’s preference
for the initials “MB.”

Puppet shows and radio
and television commer-
cials made Mr. Bingle, a
little snowman with an ice-
cream cone hat, holly-leaf
wings and Christmas orna-
ments for eyes, became
holiday staple.

Local puppeteer Oscar
Istentrout was hired to
bring Mr. Bingle to life for
passers-by on Canal Street
through regular marionette
shows in the store’s front
window.

WWII DISCUSSION GROUP:
John Curatola, author of a
new book titled “Armies
Afloat: How the Develop-
ment of Amphibious Opera-
tion in Europe Helped Win
World War I1,” will speak
at 7 p.m. Nov. 6 at the East
Bank Regional Library,
4747 W. Napoleon Ave.,
Metairie.

American forces storm-
ing the beaches of Nor-
mandy on D-Day, June 6,
1944, is one of the most
famous moments in U.S.
military history. But behind
this iconic assault is the
long-overlooked history of
learning and innovation.

Significantly, the amphib-
ious forces taken ashore
that day were overwhelm-

LAGNIAPPE

Richard Dowling
and cellist Evan
Drachman will perform at
2 p.m. Nov. 16 at the East
Bank Regional Library,
4747 W. Napoleon Ave., Me-
tairie, as part of the Piatig-
orsky Series.

Since 1990, the Piatigor-
sky Foundation has pre-
sented more than 4,000 per-
formances, introducing the
joy of live classical music
in communities throughout
the country. Piatigorsky
artists play for audiences
including seniors, school-
children, the economically
disadvantaged, and those
living in geographically re-
mote areas.

READ ALL ABOUT IT: Pat Be-
denbaugh will present a
brief history of the news-
boys of New Orleans at
7 p.m. Nov. 17 at the East
Bank Regional Library,
4747 W. Napoleon Ave.,
Metairie.

The 1870s in New Orleans
were a time of loss and suf-
fering following the end
of the Civil War. Yellow
fever epidemics and mass
immigration of the poor
filled New Orleans with
orphans and half-orphans.
The newsboys were among
those numbers.

Many of those newsboys
were family breadwinners.
Bedenbaugh’s grandfa-
ther was among them. His
obituary said he was cast
“upon the streets” at age 4
and lived in the newsboys’
home until he married.
That obituary started her
search to learn about the
home.

HOMESCHOOL SERIES: The
Homeschool Series at
Terrytown Library, 680

Families have their photo taken with Mr. Bingle at City Park’s Celebration in the Oaks.

Heritage Ave., Terrytown,
offers lessons for ages 6
and up, though younger
students are allowed. Up-
coming lessons:

= Native gardening: 2 p.m.
to 3 p.m. Nov. 10

= Indigo dyeing: 2 p.m. to
3 p.m. Nov. 17

m Heritage share: 2 p.m. to
3 p.m. Nov. 24

COFFEE AND CARS: Patrons
with classic cars or motor-
cycles can bring them to
the parking lot of the East
Bank Regional Library,
4747 W. Napoleon Ave.,
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 8, to hang
out with people like them
or those who are just curi-
ous.

This event is part of the
75th anniversary of the
Jefferson Parish Library
system. A special blend of

coffee will be served. Cars/
motorcycles for display
should be parked in the lot
to the left of the main entry
drive while visitors should
park on the right side.

LEGAL HELP: The Legal
Education and Assistance
Program sponsored by the
Louisiana Bar Associa-
tion has offered a unique
program to JPL that offers
remote access to Westlaw,
apremier legal research
database.

Westlaw provides access
to primary and secondary
sources of law, including
annotated versions of stat-
utes/code articles and case
opinions, legal textbooks,
and forms. However, this
databases requires more
skill to navigate. Because
it is primarily a tool for at-
torneys, the reading level

is quite high and may not
be appropriate for some
patrons.

But, for those patrons
with slightly more obscure
legal questions or who re-
ally want to do a deep dive
on a legal topic, Westlaw
is a good bet. The Westlaw
program is available only
through the JPL website.
Once there, patrons should
go to the light brown Digi-
tal Library box, click on it,
scroll down to find “West-
law.”

MUSEUM PASSES: Jeffer-
son Parish Library has
partnered with the State
Library to expand the Expe-
rience Pass program with
Check Out Louisiana Mu-
seums. Library cardhold-
ers can reserve a limited
number of free admissions
to an expanded array of

STAFF FILE PHOTO BY DINAH ROGERS

cultural institutions, includ-
ing the Louisiana State
Museum’s French Quarter
properties such as the
Cabildo, Presbytere, 1850
House and New Orleans
Jazz Museum, along with
the Louisiana Sports Hall of
Fame in Natchitoches, and
the E.D. White Historic Site
in Thibodaux, among other
attractions.

Admissions to the New
Orleans Museum of Art,
The National WWII Mu-
seum, The Historic New
Orleans Collection and the
Pontchartrain Foundation’s
West End Lighthouse may
also be reserved at the
same website.

Chris Smith is manager of
adult programming at the
Jefferson Parish Public
Library.

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
State Project No. H.005168
Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208 (500)
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD)
and the Federal Railroad Administration, in coordination with the Federal
Highway Administration, New Orleans Regional Planning Commission and
the railroads operating in the New Orleans metropolitan area will host an

open house public meeting for the Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing

Relocation Project.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2025
6:00 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.
Ochsner Medical Center Campus

Brent House Hotel, 2nd Floor, Ballroom
1512 Jefferson Highway, New Orleans, LA 70121

Complimentary parking: Ochsner Medical Center Parking Garage, 2nd
Floor and above

This project is evaluating combining the two at-grade highway-rail crossings
on Jefferson Highway (US 90) between the Ochsner Medical Center and
Monticello Avenue into a single crossing and grade separating the combined
crossing with a roadway overpass.

The open house meeting will consist of a repeating recorded presentation of
the alternatives developed, exhibits for viewing, the opportunity to speak with
DOTD and Study Team representatives, provide comments, and join the study
distribution list to receive future notices.

All interested parties are encouraged to attend the open house. Comments
received at the open house and written comments post-marked by November
24, 2025 will become part of the meeting record. If you are unable to attend
the meeting, you may mail your comments to the address listed below.

Navigate the landscape of Louisiana's heartland! Whether
you are an avid competitive cyclist or just looking to peddle
at your own pace, come enjoy the ride of the region.

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
c/0 The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70156

The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. If you need
special accommodations (e.g., sign language) or require translation services,

please call 504-488-6196 at least five business days
/El~5._4

in advance of the meeting.
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El lugar de reunion es accesible para personas con
discapacidades. Si necesita adaptaciones especiales
(por ejemplo, lenguaje de sefias) o necesita servicios
de traduccion, llame al 504-488-6196 al menos cinco
dias habiles antes de la reunion.
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PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
State Project No. H.005168
Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208 (500)
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD)
and the Federal Railroad Administration, in coordination with the Federal
Highway Administration, New Orleans Regional Planning Commission and
the railroads operating in the New Orleans metropolitan area will host an
open house public meeting for the Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing
Relocation Project.

This project is evaluating combining the two at-grade highway-rail
crossings on Jefferson Highway (US 90) between the Ochsner Medical
Center and Monticello Avenue into a single crossing and grade separat-
ing the combined crossing with a roadway overpass.

The open house meeting will consist of a repeating recorded presenta-
tion of the alternatives developed, exhibits for viewing, the opportunity to
speak with DOTD and Study Team representatives, provide comments,
and join the study distribution list to receive future notices.

All interested parties are encouraged to attend the open house.
Comments received at the open house and written comments
post-marked by November 24, 2025 will become part of the meeting
record. If you are unable to attend the meeting, you may mail your
comments to the address listed below.

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
c/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
P.0. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70156

The public meeting place and time:

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2025
6:00 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.
Ochsner Medical Center Campus

Brent House Hotel, 2nd Floor, Ballroom
1512 Jefferson Highway, New Orleans, LA 70121

Complimentary parking: Ochsner Medical Center Parking Garage,
2nd Floor and above

The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. If you
need special accommodations (e.g., sign language) or require
translation services, please call 504-488-6196 at least five business
days in advance of the meeting.

El lugar de reunion es accesible para personas con discapacidades. Si
necesita adaptaciones especiales (por ejemplo, lenguaje de senas) o
necesita servicios de traduccion, llame al 504-488-6196 al menos
cinco dias habiles antes de la reunion.

For more information please contact 504-488-6196 or visit
www.dotd.la.gov/about/office-of-multimodal-c
ommerce/rail/freight-and-passenger-rail/new-
orleans-rail-gateway-program/jefferson-highwa M D
y-rail-crossing-relocation-study-documents/ ]

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT
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MyDOTD Email Blast 10/27/2025




Emails Sent For Public Meetings PUBLIC MEETING: JEFFERSON HWY RAIL CROSSING RELOCATION PROJECT (NORG
H.005168)

Count: 533

Public Meetings
PUBLIC MEETING: JEFFERSON HWY RAIL CROSSING RELOCATION PROJECT (NORG H.005168)

Monday, October 27, 2025 11:03 AM

Open House Public Meeting

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program (NORG)
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
State Project No. H.005168

Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208 (500)

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) and the Federal Railroad Administration, in coordination with the
Federal Highway Administration, New Orleans Regional Planning Commission and the railroads operating in the New Orleans metropolitan area
will host an open house public meeting for the Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project.

The public meeting will be held on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2025 from 6:00 P.M. — 7:30 P.M. at the following location:

Ochsner Medical Center Campus Brent House Hotel, 2nd Floor, Ballroom
1512 Jefferson Highway, New Orleans, LA 70121
Complimentary parking: Ochsner Medical Center Parking Garage, 2nd Floor and above

This project is evaluating combining the two at-grade highway-rail crossings on Jefferson Highway (US 90) between the Ochsner Medical
Center and Monticello Avenue into a single crossing and grade separating the combined crossing with a roadway overpass.

The open house meeting will consist of a repeating recorded presentation of the alternatives developed, exhibits for viewing, the opportunity to
speak with DOTD and Study Team representatives, provide comments, and join the study distribution list to receive future notices.

All interested parties are encouraged to attend the open house. Comments received at the open house and written comments post-marked by
November 24, 2025 will become part of the meeting record. If you are unable to attend the meeting, you may mail your comments to the
address listed below.
New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
c¢/o0 The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70156

The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. If you need special accommodations (e.g., sign language) or require translation
services, please call 504-488-6196 at least five business days in advance of the meeting.

El lugar de reunidn es accesible para personas con discapacidades. Si necesita
adaptaciones especiales (por ejemplo, lenguaje de sefias) o necesita servicios de traduccion, llame al
504-488-6196 al menos cinco dias habiles antes de la reunion.

For more information please contact 504-488-6196 or visit www.dotd.la.gov/about/office-of-multimodal-commerce/rail/freight-and-passenger-
rail/new-orleans-rail-gateway-program/jefferson-highwa y-rail-crossing-relocation-study-documents/

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) is committed to delivering transportation and public works systems that enhance the
quality of life. In addition to more than 16,600 miles of roadway, including over 890 miles of interstate, DOTD supports the development of the state's
aviation, marine and rail infrastructures. Through this work, we are able to facilitate economic development, create job opportunities, improve vital
evacuation routes, and make critical freight corridors safer and more efficient.

For more information, please visit www.dotd.la.gov, email dotdcs@la.gov, or call DOTD's Customer Service Center at (225) 379-1232 or 1-877-4LADOTD
(1-877-452-3683). Business hours are 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Please let us know how we may better serve you: Customer Service

Survey.

L'jLouisiana Department of Transportation and Development
www.dotd.la.gov %DQTD“'[_ﬂ

By using this service you agree to the MyDOTD Terms and Conditions of Use.



PUBLIC MEETING: JEFFERSON HWY RAIL CROSSING RELOCATION PROJECT (NORG H.005168)
Monday, October 27, 2025

Open House Public Meeting

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program (NORG)
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
State Project No. H.005168

Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208 (500)

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) and the Federal Railroad Administration, in coordination with the Federal Highway Administration, New
Orleans Regional Planning Commission and the railroads operating in the New Orleans metropolitan area will host an open house public meeting for the Jefferson Highway Rail
Crossing Relocation Project.

The public meeting will be held on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2025 from 6:00 P.M. — 7:30 P.M. at the following location:

Ochsner Medical Center Campus Brent House Hotel, 2nd Floor, Ballroom
1512 Jefferson Highway, New Orleans, LA 70121
Complimentary parking: Ochsner Medical Center Parking Garage, 2nd Floor and above

This project is evaluating combining the two at-grade highway-rail crossings on Jefferson Highway (US 90) between the Ochsner Medical Center and Monticello Avenue into a
single crossing and grade separating the combined crossing with a roadway overpass.

The open house meeting will consist of a repeating recorded presentation of the alternatives developed, exhibits for viewing, the opportunity to speak with DOTD and Study
Team representatives, provide comments, and join the study distribution list to receive future notices.

All interested parties are encouraged to attend the open house. Comments received at the open house and written comments post-marked by November 24, 2025 will become
part of the meeting record. If you are unable to attend the meeting, you may mail your comments to the address listed below.
New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
c/o0 The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70156

The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. If you need special accommodations (e.g., sign language) or require translation services, please call 504-488-
6196 at least five business days in advance of the meeting.

El lugar de reunion es accesible para personas con discapacidades. Si necesita
adaptaciones especiales (por ejemplo, lenguaje de sefias) o necesita servicios de traduccién, llame al

504-488-6196 al menos cinco dias habiles antes de la reunién.

For more information please contact 504-488-6196 or visit www.dotd.la.gov/about/office-of-multimodal-commerce/rail/freight-and-passenger-rail/new-orleans-rail-gateway-
program/jefferson-highwa y-rail-crossing-relocation-study-documents/
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Press Release — Issued to media outlets
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New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
State Project No. H.005168 / Federal Aid
Project No. DE-9208 (500)
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 6, 2025

Media Contact: Karimah Stewart
kstewart@hawthorneagency.com | 504-488-6100

Public Invited to Open House Meeting for Jefferson Highway
Rail Crossing Relocation Project

New Orleans, LA — The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) and the
Federal Railroad Administration, in coordination with the Federal Highway Administration, New Orleans
Regional Planning Commission and the railroads operating in the New Orleans metropolitan area, will
host an open house public meeting to present updates and gather feedback on the Jefferson Highway
Rail Crossing Relocation Project. The open house will take place Thursday, November 13, 2025 from
6:00 P.M. — 7:30 P.M. at Ochsner Medical Center Campus — Brent House Hotel, 2nd Floor Ballroom, 1512
Jefferson Highway, New Orleans, LA 70121. There will be complimentary parking on the 2nd floor and
above of the Ochsner Medical Center Parking Garage.

This project is evaluating combining the two existing at-grade highway-rail crossings on Jefferson
Highway (U.S. 90), located between the Ochsner Medical Center and Monticello Avenue, into a single
crossing. The goal is to enhance safety and traffic flow with a grade-separated overpass at the new
consolidated crossing.

The open house will include:

A repeating recorded presentation of the alternatives developed

Informational exhibits available for public viewing

Opportunities to speak directly with DOTD and project study team representatives

A chance to provide comments and join the study distribution list to receive future notices

All interested residents, commuters, and stakeholders are encouraged to attend and share their input.
Comments collected during the open house, as well as written comments postmarked by November 24,
2025, will be included in the official public record.

Those unable to attend may mail comments to:

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
c/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.

P.O. Box 56845

New Orleans, LA 70156

The meeting venue is accessible to persons with disabilities. Individuals requiring special
accommodations (e.g., sign language interpretation) or translation services are encouraged to call 504-
488-6196 at least five business days prior to the meeting.

For additional information, please call 504-488-6196 or visit: www.dotd.la.gov/about/office-of-multimodal-
commerce/rail/freight-and-passenger-rail/new-orleans-rail-gateway-program/jefferson-highway-rail-
crossing-relocation-study-documents/

HitH


mailto:kstewart@hawthorneagency.com
http://www.dotd.la.gov/about/office-of-multimodal-commerce/rail/freight-and-passenger-rail/new-orleans-rail-gateway-program/jefferson-highway-rail-crossing-relocation-study-documents/
http://www.dotd.la.gov/about/office-of-multimodal-commerce/rail/freight-and-passenger-rail/new-orleans-rail-gateway-program/jefferson-highway-rail-crossing-relocation-study-documents/
http://www.dotd.la.gov/about/office-of-multimodal-commerce/rail/freight-and-passenger-rail/new-orleans-rail-gateway-program/jefferson-highway-rail-crossing-relocation-study-documents/

Media Advisory

Notification Type

Distribution Dates

Media Advisory — Issued to media outlets

11/12/2025




New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
State Project No. H.005168 / Federal Aid Project No. DE-9208 (500)
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 12, 2025

Media Contact: Karimah Stewart
kstewart@hawthorneagency.com | 504-488-6100

Public Invited to Open House Meeting for Jefferson Highway
Rail Crossing Relocation Project

WHAT: An open house public meeting to present project updates and gather public feedback on
the Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project.

WHEN: Thursday, November 13, 2025
6:00 P.M. — 7:30 P.M.

WHERE: Ochsner Medical Center Campus — Brent House Hotel
2nd Floor Ballroom
1512 Jefferson Highway
New Orleans, LA 70121
Complimentary parking available on the 2nd floor and above of the Ochsner Parking
Garage.

WHO: The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) and the Federal
Railroad Administration, in coordination with the Federal Highway Administration, the
New Orleans Regional Planning Commission, and the railroads operating in the New
Orleans metropolitan area will host the meeting.

WHY: This project is evaluating combining the two existing at-grade highway-rail crossings on
Jefferson Highway (U.S. 90), located between the Ochsner Medical Center and
Monticello Avenue, into a single crossing. The goal is to enhance safety and traffic flow
with a grade-separated overpass at the new consolidated crossing.

DETAILS:

The open house will include a repeating recorded presentation of the alternatives developed,
informational exhibits available for public viewing, opportunities to speak directly with DOTD and project
study team representatives, and a chance to provide comments and join the study distribution list to
receive future notices.

All interested residents, commuters, and stakeholders are encouraged to attend and share their input.
Comments collected during the open house, as well as written comments postmarked by November 24,
2025, will be included in the official public record. Those unable to attend may mail comments to: New
Orleans Rail Gateway Program, c/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc., P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA
70156. The meeting venue is accessible to persons with disabilities. Individuals requiring special
accommodations (e.g., sign language interpretation) or translation services are encouraged to call 504-
488-6196 at least five business days prior to the meeting.

For additional information, please call 504-488-6196 or visit: www.dotd.la.gov/about/office-of-multimodal-
commerce/rail/freight-and-passenger-rail/new-orleans-rail-gateway-program/jefferson-highway-rail-
crossing-relocation-study-documents/
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Media List

Media List

Television

WWL TV 4 (CBS)

WDSU TV 6 (NBC)

WVUE TV 8 (Fox)

WNOL TV 38 (CW) / WGNO TV 26 (ABC)

Print

New Orleans Advocate

Gambit Weekly

Louisiana Weekly

New Orleans City Business / New Orleans
Publishing Group

New Orleans Tribune Magazine

Radio

KGLA 1540 AM

KTIB 97.9 FM

WBOK 1230 AM

WGSO 990 AM

WRBH 88.3 FM

WWOZ 90.7 FM

WWNO 89.9 FM
WQUE 93.3 FM / WYLD 98.5 FM /
WRNO 99.5 FM / WNOE 101.1 FM / KVDU 104.1
FM / WYLD 940 AM
KMEZ 102.9 FM / KKND FM 106.7 FM
WZRH 92.3 FM

WRKN 106.1 FM
WEZB 97.1 FM / WLMG 101.9 /WKBU 95.7 FM /
WWL 105.3 FM / 870 AM

Online News Publications
The New Orleans Agenda
Verite News

Others
City of New Orleans Communications Department
Jefferson Parish Public Information Office
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Alternatives Meeting Presentation
November 13, 2025

New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation
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New Orleans Rail Gateway Program

Jefferson and Orleans Parishes
State Project No. H.005168

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation
Alternatives Meeting

November 13, 2025
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Thank you for attending today’s public meeting for the New Orleans Rail Gateway Program

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study.

We hope you find this meeting interesting and informative.

Slide 1

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)



New Orleans Rail Gateway Program Alternatives Meeting Presentation
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation November 13, 2025

Special Assistance

= If you require special assistance due to a disability in order to participate in
today’s public meeting, please see a Study Team representative at the Welcome
Table.

= Si usted necesita ayuda especial debido a una discapacidad con el fin de
participar en la sesion publica de hoy, consulte a un representante de nuestro
equipo en la mesa de bienvenida.

If you require special assistance due to a disability in order to participate in today’s public
meeting, please see a Study Team Representative at the Welcome Table.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500) Slide 2



New Orleans Rail Gateway Program Alternatives Meeting Presentation

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation November 13, 2025
Alternatives Meeting Format

= The meeting follows an informal, or “open house” style format
Present an overview of the Alternative’s Development
Discuss the Alternatives developed with Study Team Representatives
Solicit input on the Alternatives developed

Learn how to receive Study information and
participate in the decision-making process

Tonight's public meeting is an informal, open-house style or open forum format.

The meeting consists of:

» Avideo presentation of the alternatives developed,

»  The opportunity to speak with Study Team Representatives,
»  Obtain your comments on the alternatives developed, and

» Let you know how to stay informed and involved.

To get the most out of this presentation, please refer to the materials that were handed out at
the Welcome Table.

After you've listened to this presentation, review the project exhibits, talk with Study Team
representatives, and give us your comments.

This public meeting is an important part of the transportation decision-making process, and your
input is encouraged and appreciated.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500) Slide 3



New Orleans Rail Gateway Program Alternatives Meeting Presentation

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation November 13, 2025
O
THIS IS A PLANNING STUDY -

= This Study is evaluating possible transportation improvements

= The information presented at today’s meeting is for Public
Review

= No decisions have been made on the study outcomes
= The Study will take another year to complete

= At the end of the Study, if a decision is made to move the
Project forward, it will take several years to complete

This is a Planning Study

This Study is evaluating possible transportation improvements

The information presented at today’s meeting is for Public Review

No decisions have been made on the study outcomes

The Study will take another year to complete

At the end of the Study, if a decision is made to move the Project forward, it will take several
years to complete

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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POID

LOUISIAMA DEFARTMENT OF
TRAMSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT

Public Private Partnership (P3)

AMTRAK

= — " : ‘ = - "
NOPB = NS ok, Ziu=sr -

The New Orleans Rail Gateway Program, and this Study are being advanced through a Public
Private Partnership between the:

»  Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development,
*  Federal Railroad Administration,

*  Federal Highway Administration,

»  New Orleans Regional Planning Commission,

»  Association of American Railroads representing the six Class 1 Railroads operating in the
New Orleans metropolitan area,

*  New Orleans Public Belt Railroad, and
Amtrak

to collectively investigate solutions to reduce highway crossing delays and improve rail service.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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. . . . O~
Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Goals ——

= Increase economic competitiveness and improve air quality by reducing vehicle
congestion and delay

Support Hospital expansion and Regional economic development

* Improve safety by eliminating one or both at-grade crossings

Decrease crossing maintenance costs

Increase freight fluidity through the
NORG and the Port of New Orleans

The goals identified at the beginning of this study included:

Increase economic competitiveness and improve air quality by reducing vehicle
congestion and delay,

»  Support Hospital expansion and Regional economic development,

«  Improve safety by eliminating one or both at-grade crossings,

»  Decrease crossing maintenance costs, and

* Increase freight fluidity through the NORG and the Port of New Orleans.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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588 Legend
/) | ) study Area

. At-Grade Highway Rail Crossing

™y
_%}

The Study Area is roughly bounded on the west by Deckbar Avenue; on the north by the Earhart
Expressway (LA 3139); on the east by Monticello Avenue; and on the south by River Road (LA

611).

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)

Slide 7



New Orleans Rail Gateway Program Alternatives Meeting Presentation

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation November 13, 2025
Alternatives Development Process =

= Process Involved Six (6) Major Steps
Step 1 — Determine Existing and Forecast Future Roadway Traffic Volumes

Step 2 — Determine Existing and Forecast Future Railroad Traffic Volumes and
Resultant Roadway Traffic Delay

Step 3 — Evaluate if Conditions warrant grade separating the crossings
Step 4 — Establish the Project’s Purpose and Need
Step 5 — Develop Alternatives

Step 6 — Screen the Alternatives against the Purpose and Need and Environmental
Features to identify a Build Alternative carried forward

The process for developing the alternatives followed six basic steps:

« Step 1- Determine existing and forecast future roadway traffic volumes

» Step 2 - Determine existing and forecast future railroad traffic volumes and the blocked
crossing roadway traffic delay

» Step 3 - Evaluate if conditions are met to grade separate the crossings

» Step 4 - Establish the Project’s Purpose and Need

«  Step 5 - Develop Alternatives, and

» Step 6 — Screen the Alternatives to identify alternatives carried forward

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500) Slide 8
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Step 1 — Existing and Future Roadway Traffic Volumes g

= Existing (2021) Traffic Volumes — consistent with other area planning studies

* Future (2048) Traffic Volumes — Projected 5.6% growth
Jefferson Highway between
Brooklyn Ave and Dakin St

Functional

Classification Principal Arterial

Speed Limit 35 mph
2021 AADT 19,200
2048 AADT 20,282

In 2021, the average annual daily traffic along Jefferson Highway within the Study Area was
19,200 vehicles per day.

By the 2048 forecast year, average annual daily traffic is expected to increase to 20,282
vehicles per day.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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CN/NOPB

A~

5 CN/NOPB
Trains per Day |

Crossing Location | 2021 Trains per day | 2048 Trains per day

Crossing Location
CPKC (Former KCS)

2021 Trains per day | 2048 Trains per day
3 6

On average, in 2021 there were 5 trains per day at the CN/NOPB crossing and 3 trains per day

at the CPKC crossing.

By 2048, the daily train crossings are expected to increase to 13 trains at the CN/NOPB
crossing and 6 trains at the CPKC crossing.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)
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ﬁQ\’ iy

S

it rrocaa

Source: Google Earth®

This March 23, 2022, Google Earth image shows the traffic backed up while a train is blocking
the CN/NOPB crossing. The train is approximately 2 miles long and traveling at perhaps 5 to 7
miles per hour.

The east bound traffic is backed up approximately 1,500 feet - around the bend, extending back
to the Republic National Distributing Company.

The westbound traffic is backed up approximately 1,600 feet across the CPKC crossing and
extending back to Lowes.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500) Slide 11
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- )

Step 2 — Existing and Future Crossing Blockage & Delay

= Existing (2021) Train Volumes — Train Car data
= Future (2048) Train Volumes — Forecast at 3.0% compound growth rate based on
Port of New Orleans growth forecasts

Existing Year 2021 Year 2048 No Build

Total Crossing Total Total Crossing Total
Trains Blockage Vehicle Delay Trains Blockage Vehicle Delay

Crossing Location Daily (mpd) (vhpd) Daily (mpd) (vhpd)
CN/NOPB
(West) Crossing 6.5 3,738 5) 45.1 40.8 ‘ 13 118.6 52.6
CPKC (formerly KCS) 65 4768 3 33.6 59.7 6 68.0 69.9
(East) Crossing

NOTE: mpd — minutes per day | vhpd — vehicle hours per day

Blocked crossings due to train movements were calculated using train car data.

On average, the number of hours vehicles are delayed at these crossings varies from
approximately 41 hours each day in 2021 at the CN/NOPB crossing to approximately 70 hours
each day in 2048 at the CPKC crossing.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Step 3 — Grade Separation Warrants

= FHWA Warrant Guidance — when grade separation should be considered

Warrant Condition CN/NOPB Crossing CPKC Crossing

Vehicle delay exceeds 30 vehicle hours per day o 40.8 (52.6) o 5.7 (69.9)

(vhpd) with consideration for cost effectiveness

Other Warrant Conditions (-] Not Met (-] Not Met

NOTE: Values 2021 (2048)

Federal Highway Administration guidance identifies warrant conditions to be considered in
evaluating whether an at-grade crossing is a candidate for grade separation.

Only one of FHWAs warrant conditions are applicable to these Jefferson Highway crossings, the
daily vehicle delay due to blocked crossings.

Both crossings exceed these warrant conditions.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500) Slide 13
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Step 5 — Alternatives Considered -

The No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives were considered:

No-Build Alternative — No improvements, only normal maintenance activities and
planned safety improvements

Build Alternative 1 — Realign the CN/NOPB track to the CPKC At-Grade Crossing location

Build Alternative 2 — Realign the CPKC track to the CN/NOPB At-Grade Crossing location

Build Alternative 3 — Grade separate Build Alternative 1

Build Alternative 4 — Grade separate Build Alternative 2

The No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives were considered:

No-Build Alternative — No improvements, only normal maintenance activities and planned
safety improvements,

*  Build Alternative 1 — which realigns the CN/NOPB track to the CPKC At-Grade Crossing
location,

«  Build Alternative 2 — which realigns the CPKC track to the CN/NOPB At-Grade Crossing
location,

. Build Alternative 3 — which grade separates Build Alternative 1, and

*  Build Alternative 4 — which grade separates Build Alternative 2.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500) Slide 14
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Step 5 — Build Alternative 1

Realigns the CN/NOPB track to the CPKC At-Grade
Crossing location with a two-track crossing

= Removes the existing CN/NOPB At-Grade crossing

CPKC At-Grade Crossing remains

Jefferson Highway remains unchanged

e " 7

DOUBLE TRACK SECTION

,,,,, = B
SINGLE TRACK SECTION Legend N
Build Alternative 1 [CZ1 Parish Boundary A
e Proposed Rail 0 500 1,000
=X~ Remove RR Crossing — Fect

Build Alternative 1:

Realigns the CN/NOPB track to the CPKC At-Grade Crossing location with a two-track
crossing, and

* Removes the existing CN/NOPB At-Grade crossing.

» The CPKC At-Grade Crossing remains, and

» Jefferson Highway remains unchanged.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Step 5 — Build Alternative 2

Realigns the CPKC track to the CN/NOPB At-Grade
Crossing location with a two-track crossing

= Removes the existing CPKC At-Grade crossing

CN/NOPB At-Grade Crossing remains

Jefferson Highway remains unchanged

e " 7

DOUBLE TRACK SECTION

SINGLE TRACK SECTION Legend
Build Alternative 2 [CZ1 Parish Boundary A
@ Proposed Rail 0 500 1,000
—X— Remove RR Crossing — e Fect

Build Alternative 2:

Realigns the CPKC track to the CN/NOPB At-Grade Crossing location with a two-track
crossing, and

* Removes the existing CPKC At-Grade crossing.

» The CN/NOPB At-Grade Crossing remains, and

» Jefferson Highway remains unchanged.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500) Slide 16
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CN/NOPB at-grade crossing

the local road network

Provides bicycle/pedestrian access
Eliminates all access across the tracks

ANy

|[.;., }T:;a suscsenrer | weownvames | sumesarrer i "T.ZTI""
m‘ ‘ l -

I .,
e e mee @l

SCALE: N.T.S.

REQUIRED
RIGHT.OF-WAY

FRONTAGE ROAD TYPICAL SECTION

Step 5 — Build Alternative 3

Realigns the CN/NOPB track to the CPKC At-Grade Crossing location and removes the existing

= Grade separates Jefferson Highway (road over rail overpass) and provides frontage road access to

Legend
Build Alternative 3

-~ Roadway Centerline
= Bridge
Frontage Road
[21 Parish Boundary

= Proposed Rail
—- Remove RR Crossing

Build Alternative 3:

» Grade separates Build Alternative 1 with a road over rail overpass and provides frontage

road access to the local road network.

» It provides bicycle/pedestrian access consistent with the Jefferson Parish Bicycle Master
Plan by providing sidewalks and dedicated bike lanes.

* |t eliminates all access across the tracks.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)
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Step 5 — Build Alternative 4

CPKC at-grade crossing

= Grade separates Jefferson Highway (road over rail overpass) and provides frontage road access to

the local road network
Provides bicycle/pedestrian access
Eliminates all access across the tracks

noATAY TYPCAL N section

FRONTAGE ROAD TYPICAL SECTION
SCALE : N.T.S.

Realigns the CPKC track to the CN/NOPB At-Grade Crossing location and removes the existing

10 FEET FEI |
o -~ SIDEWALK
LANE | 4
| y
o o wad
! ] :
Build Alternative 4
=== Proposed Rail
X Remove Crossing

-~ Roadway Centerline
- Bridge Overpass
(7] Parish Boundary

Build Alternative 4:

Grade separates Build Alternative 2 with a road over rail overpass and provides frontage
road access to the local road network.

It also provides bicycle/pedestrian access by providing sidewalks and dedicated bike lanes.

It also eliminates all access across the tracks.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)
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Step 6 — Alternatives Screening -
Purpose and Need N? Alternative

Build | ;
Improve Safety () () () © ©
Improve Mobility
Level of Service during Train Crossing Event (- (- (- © (+]
Daily AM & PM Peak Period Delay (- (- e (+] ©
Queueing () () (-] (+] ©
Emergency Response e e (-] (+) (+)
Improve Multimodal Connectivity © © e © ©
Support Economic Development o o o © ©
Improve/Encourage a Shared-Use Environment e e © © ©

Build Alternatives 1 and 2 were both eliminated from further consideration

The display board in the Exhibits Area presents the evaluation in detail

The No Build and four Build Alternatives were evaluated against the Project’s Purpose and
Need - improving safety, mobility and multimodal connectivity; supporting economic
development, and improving/encouraging a shared-use environment.

Build Alternatives 1 and 2 were both eliminated from further consideration because neither
alternative satisfied the Project Purpose nor addressed the Project Need.

Display boards in the Exhibits Area present the evaluation in detail.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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. .
Step 6 — Alternatives Screeni ng
BUILD ALTERNATIVE BUILD ALTERNATIVE
Grade Separated Grade Separated
Environmental Resources Impacts & 3 4 Environmental Resources Impacts & 3 4
Other Criteria Realign CNINOPB  Realign CPKC to Other Criteria Realign CN/NOPB  Realign CPKC to
to CPKC and CNINOPB and to CPKC and CNINOPB and
NoBuilq  Grade Separate  Grade Soparato NoBuilg  Orade Separate  Grade Separate
Land Use Other Environmental Resources
Right of Way Acquisition (acres) ° ° Water Wolls (each) ~ Active | Abandoned & Tre by
00 97 53
Rezoning from Industrial to Transportation Cultural Resources (each) - National [+] [+] [+]
resplon-dd Lol v b< 4 Registor Lisied or Elible Siles 0 0 0
Future Tulano University Athlatic Fiolds L 3 e Hiydom Newie b s No known sites No known sles
(acres) - Is future development mpacted?
o) gty i 00 Trisects parcels | Parcel boundary take Wetlands (acres) [+] [+]
Transportation 00 0.3 (NW1) 0.0 (NWI)
Roadway Network — Is crossing related ) ) ) 100-Year Floodplains o
congestion and delay eliminated? Potoriial impacts | _ Potential impacts
Rall Transportation — Are rail traffic [+ ] [+] (+] Navigable Waterways Crossed (]
operations impacted? less maintenance | _less maintenance 2 2 2
Transit - Are NORTA and JP Transit bus ™ o © Coastal Zones °
dolays eliminated? Potential impacts Potential impacts
P —— ° ° ° NWI - based on National Wetland Inventory
opportunities enhanced?
Potential Property Impacts | ]
Commercial (each) - Displaced | Partial (]
0[0 10(5 "7
Residontial (each) ? Vi e
Vacant Property (each) ? - ..
Community Facilities (each) - Are Parks, [+] [} (]
Hospitals, Schools, Fire Stations, etc. impacted? 0 0 0
Public Safety - Is crossng safety and delvery
of emergency sarvices mproved? ® ° | ©
Noise & Vibration ~ Wi there be noise or o
vibration impacts? Potential impacts Potential impacts
Railroad Support NIA (-] [+]
Estimated Cost (x $1,000,000) $0.0 $99.5 $986
/A - Not applicable

The No-Build and Build Alternatives 3 and 4 were evaluated against 21 different environmental
resources and other criteria.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Step 6 — Alternatives Screening

Environmental Resources Impacts and Other Criteria | No Build Alternative 3 Alternative 4
Potential Property Impacts

Commercial (each) — Displaced | Partial 0|0 1015 117
Residential (each) 0 1 partial 2 partial
Vacant Property (each) 0 2 partial 2 partial
Landuse
Right-of-Way Acquisition (acres) 0.0 9.7 5.3
Rezoning from Industrial to Transportation Use (acres) 0.0 4.9 4.7
Future Tulane University Athletic Fields (acres) 0.0 4.8
(Trisects 0.6
parcels)
Railroad Support N/A Not supported Supported

The No-Build and Build Alternative 4 were retained for further study

The impacts to commercial properties along Jefferson Highway are due to the roadway

realignment and addition of the frontage roads, and are for the most part, nearly identical.

« Build Alternative 3 would displace 10 businesses and partially impact 5 others

 While Build Alternative 4 would displace 11 businesses and partially impact 7 others

* Build Alternatives 3 and 4 only differ in landuse and railroad support.

« Build Alternative 3 would have a greater impact to, and trisect vacant parcels purchased by
Tulane University for future athletic fields.

« Build Alternative 4 is the only alternative supported by CN, CPKC and NOPB.

The No-Build and Build Alternative 4 were retained for further study.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
FAP No. DE-9208(500)
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Step 6 — Potential Property Impacts ~

Displaced Businesses (11)  Partially Impacted Businesses (7)

= Available Lighting = R&A Auto

= Lowe’s Radiator Shop = B&B Automotive

= Bohnenstiehl Electric = Rolehi Tire Shop

= Shades of Light = Bicycle World of Louisiana
= Jenbo International = BB Commercial Solutions
= Blest Auto = The Storage Center

= Jefferson Battery = Crescent City Industrial

= Key storage Services

= NOLA Motorcars
= Crabby Jack’s
= Building Specialties

{1 Parish Boundary Potential Commercial Build Alternative 4 —— Bridge Overpass A
Parcel Boundary —— Displacement X Remove Crossing —— U-Tum
—— NOPB Servitude e Progossd el — Roquired RW Linit

~= = Centerline

Final displacements and partial impacts won’t be fully known until Final Design

The impacted businesses are listed here.

Final displacements and partial impacts won'’t be fully known until the Project advances to Final
Design.

DOTD Right-of-Way Representatives are available this evening to answer property impact
questions.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Video is for lllustrative purposes only

Build Alternative 4 would look similar to this.

Display boards can be viewed in the Exhibits Area.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Build Alternative 4 Environmental Studies —

Noise & Vibration

= Threatened & Endangered Species

Wetlands and Water Resources

Hazardous Materials

Historic Properties and Archaeological Resources

Environmental studies are underway for Build Alternative 4, including:
* Noise & Vibration

» Threatened & Endanger Species

»  Wetlands and Water Resources

e Hazardous Materials, and

 Historic Properties and Archaeological Resources

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Data
Collection

Study Timeline

Traffic Studies

Complete
NEPA Study

Rail

Scoping
Meetings

SOov*

Operations

Studies

Alternatives
Studies

Develop

Identify
Stakeholders

Purpose & Need

Screening

Alternative

Refinements

[ zos [ 2024

| |Alternatives |

Stakeholder Outreach

NEPA
Document

Alternatives
Meetings

Environmental

Studies |

* Solicitation of Views (SOV) — Initial outreach to elected and agency officials & key stakeholders
** Notice of Availability (NOA) — Public notice of NEPA Document availability

The study will take at least another year to complete the on-going studies and NEPA document.

The study is anticipated to be completed in late-2026.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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We Want to Hear From Youl!

= Comment Forms are available at Tonight’s Meeting or at
www.dotd.la.gov/about/office-of-multimodal-commerce/rail/freight-and-passenger-
rail/new-orleans-rail-gateway-program/jefferson-highway-rail-crossing-relocation-

study-documents/
= Submit at this meeting

o = USPS Mail to:

= ‘ NORG - Jefferson Highway Rail Study
c/o The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.

e - P.O. Box 56845

" New Orleans, LA 70116

= Email to: NORG@mbakerintl.com
o O (Subject: NORG Jefferson Highway Rail Study Comment
Form)

NEW ORLEANS RAL GATEWAY
JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PAREHES, LOUBIANA

= Include your contact information to receive
= future study notices

s you 0 cay roatuay o
beebs coasebeny e msects 1 s compena) papwsec?
(- LTy e—

= Comment forms received at this meeting or
ok e post-marked/emailed no later than
November 24, 2025, will be included in the
public record

CONTINVED ON BACK >

We want to hear from you!

If you want to comment about the study or this presentation, please complete the
Comment Form you received at the Welcome Table. The comment form is also available
on DOTD’s Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation webpage and can be downloaded
and printed for sending via USPS mail or email.

Comment forms must be received or postmarked no later than November 24, 2025, to
become part of the public record.

Please complete your full name and contact information. Anonymous comments cannot
be fully considered.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Stay Involved!

= Provide your contact information to receive:
Newsletters
Future Study Notices

= Contact us:
Telephone - (504) 488-6196

Email - NORG@mbakerintl.com
Subject: Jefferson Highway Rail Study

USPS Mail
New Orleans Rail Gateway Program
Jefferson Highway Rail Study
c/lo The Hawthorne Agency, Inc.
P.O. Box 56845
New Orleans, LA 70116

= Visit the DOTD Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study web page
www.dotd.la.gov/about/office-of-multimodal-commerce/rail/freight-and-passenger-rail/new-
orleans-rail-gateway-program/jefferson-highway-rail-crossing-relocation-study-documents/

Please provide your contact information to receive newsletters and future notices.

You can contact us any time during the study by telephone, email and USPS Mail as
listed here.

This contact information and study information are posted on DOTD’s Jefferson Highway
Rail Crossing Relocation webpage.

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Thank you for Watching!

CHANRK 20U

This public meeting is an important part of the transportation decision-making process, and your
input is encouraged and appreciated.

After this presentation, please review the project exhibits, talk with Study Team and DOTD
Right-of-Way representatives, and give us your comments.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask one of the Study Team representatives.
We're all wearing name badges. Remember, the only bad questions are the ones not
asked!

Thank you again for attending today’s public meeting!

DOTD State Project No. H.005168
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Welcome

to this Alternatives Meeting for the New Orleans Rail Gateway
Program in Jefferson and Orleans Parishes.
Today’s meeting is an informal, open-house style format.
To obtain the most out of today’s public meeting please:

< Sign in at the front welcome table and take a copy of the handout
materials. By signing in your name will be placed on the mailing list
to receive future public announcements.

+ Watch the slide presentation for an overview of the Alternative’s
Development process.

+ Review the exhibits displayed around the room to learn more about
the Project and results of the Alternative Development process.

<+ Ask questions of the Project Team members (we're all wearing name
tags). Remember, there are no foolish questions. The only bad
questions are the ones not asked.

<+ Give us your comments by completing a Comment Form that is
included with the handout materials and place it in the box at the
Written Comments Station. Written comments will also be accepted

by email sent to NORG@mbakerintl.com or postal mail provided they

are emailed/postmarked no later than November 24, 2025.

This meeting is an important part of the transportation
decision-making process and your input is encouraged and
appreciated.

Thank you for attending!
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TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT

Welcome
Special Assistance

If you require special assistance due to a

disability in order to participate in today’s

public meeting, please see a Study Team
representative at the Welcome table.

Bienvenida
asistencia especial

Si usted necesita ayuda especial debido
a una discapacidad con el fin de
participar en la sesion publica de hoy,
consulte a un representante de nuestro
equipo en la mesa de bienvenida.
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TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT

PURPOSE AND NEED

The Purpose is to enhance safety, mobility,
and multi-modal connectivity, support
regional economic development, and

improve/encourage a multi-use/shared use

environment within the Jefferson Highway
corridor by addressing the following Needs:

4+ |Improving Safety
Improving Mobility
Improving Multimodal Connectivity

Supporting Economic Development

> & P B

Improving/Encouraging a Shared-Use
Environment
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e New Orleans Rail Gateway Program DOTD
et

BUILD ALTERNATIVES 1, 2, 3, & 4 - RAIL TYPICAL SECTIONS

¢
| 120" (MIN)

¢ ¢
I 150" (MIN) i 12'-0"

EXISTING

Double Track Section Single Track Section

BUILD ALTERNATIVES 3 & 4 - ROADWAY TYPICAL SECTIONS

REQUIRED REQUIRED REQUIRED
RIGHT-OF-WAY
RIGHT-OF-WAY SHOULDER SHOULDER RIGHT-OF-WAY !
5 FRONTAGE FRONTAGE 5 5
FEET ROAD 3 LANES @ 11 FEET MEDIAN VARIES 3 LANES @ 11 FEET ROAD FEET
SIDEWALK ANE ANE SIDEWALK 10 FEET FEET
— - —————— SIDEWALK
VARIES VARIES
LANE |

Frontage Road

Roadway
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JEFFERSON HIGHWAY RAIL CROSSING RELOCATION —==——

TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT

Screening Against Purpose & Need

BUILD ALTERNATIVES

At-Grade Grade separated
1 3 4

Project Purpose & Need

Grade Grade
separate Build separate Build
Alternative 1 Alternative 2

Realign
CN/NOPB to
CPKC

Realign CPKC
to CN/NOPB

Improve Safety

No Build

Crossing conflict
points remain

Crossing conflict
points remain

Crossing conflict
points remain

Removes all
crossing conflict
points

Removes all
crossing conflict
points

Improve Mobility

Level of Service (LOS) during

Train Crossing Event LOSF LOSF LOSF LOS B or Better | LOS B or Better
Daily AM & PM Peak Period Q e Q 0 e
Dela
y > 30 hours > 30 hours > 30 hours 0 hours 0 hours
Queueing e © © © ®
Excessive Excessive Excessive
queueing queueing queueing
impacting area | impactingarea | impacting area
traffic and first traffic and first traffic and first No queueing No queueing
responder mobility | responder mobility | responder mobility (Free flow) (Free flow)
Emergency Response 6 g e e e
Enables Enables
unrestricted unrestricted
Restricts delivery | Restricts delivery | Restricts delivery delivery of delivery of
of emergency of emergency of emergency emergency emergency
services services services services services
Improve Multimodal
Connectivity . e T a T Q . 0 - 0 .
Limits fluidity with | Limits fluidity with | Limits fluidity with | Enhances fluidity | Enhances fluidity
the Port by the Port by the Port by with the Port by | with the Port by
restricting train restricting train restricting train | enabling longer | enabling longer
lengths lengths lengths train lengths train lengths
Support Economic Q a Q 0 0
Development Restricts ease of | Restricts ease of | Restricts ease of | Increases ease of | Increases ease of
access access access access access
Improve/Encourage a
Shared-Use Environment e e Q o o
Does not Does not Does not
accommodate accommodate accommodate | Accommodates | Accommodates
shared-use shared-use shared-use planned shared- | planned shared-
environment environment environment use environment | use environment

Build Alternatives 1 and 2 were both eliminated from further
consideration because neither alternative satisfies the
Project Purpose nor addresses the Project Need.
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TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT

Screening Against Environmental Resources & Other Criteria

BUILD ALTERNATIVE
Grade Separated

Environmental Resources Impacts &
Other Criteria

Land Use

No Build

3

to CPKC and

Grade Separate

4

Realign CN/NOPB Realign CPKC to

CN/NOPB and
Grade Separate

Right of Way Acquisition (acres)

0.0 9.7 53
Rezoning from Industrial to Transportation O
Use (acres) 0.0 4.9 4.7
Future Tulane University Athletic Fields 0 Q
(acres) — Is future development impacted? . 4.8 0.6
0.0 Trisects parcels Parcel boundary take
Transportation
Roadway Network — Is crossing related
congestion and delay eliminated? 6 o 0
Rail Transportation — Are rail traffic 0 0 e
operations impacted? less maintenance less maintenance
Transit — Are NORTA and JP Transit bus
delays eliminated? Q 0 e
Pedestrians & Bicyclists — Are bike/ped
opportunities enhanced? Q o e
Potential Property Impacts
Commercial (each) — Displaced | Partial 0 c e
0|0 1015 117
Residential (each) 0
0 1 partial 2 partial
Vacant Property (each) ? 2 partia 2 partial
Community Facilities (each) — Are Parks, 0 0 0
Hospitals, Schools, Fire Stations, etc. impacted? 0 0 0
Public Safety — Is crossing safety and delivery
of emergency services improved? Q 0 e
Noise & Vibration — Will there be noise or °
vibration impacts? Potential impacts Potential impacts
Railroad Support N/A () (+)
Estimated Cost (x $1,000,000) $0.0 $99.5 $98.6

N/A — Not applicable

The No Build and Build Alternative 4 were retained for further study.
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TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT

Screening Against Environmental Resources & Other Criteria

BUILD ALTERNATIVE
Grade Separated

Environmental Resources Impacts & 3 4
O S Realign CN/NOPB Realign CPKC to
to CPKC and CN/NOPB and
No Build Grade Separate Grade Separate
Other Environmental Resources
Water Wells (each) — Active | Abandoned a Q
0|0 115 0|2
Cultural Resources (each) — National 0 0 0
Register Listed or Eligible Sites 0 0 0
Hazardous Materials Sites o o ] e )
No known sites No known sites
Wetlands (acres) 0 o
0.0 0.3 (NWI) 0.0 (NwI)
100-Year Floodplains e
Potential impacts Potential impacts
Navigable Waterways Crossed ? ? ?
Coastal Zones 0 L o
Potential impacts Potential impacts

NWI — based on National Wetland Inventory

The No Build and Build Alternative 4 were retained for further study.
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New omLeaNs
RAIL GATEWAY PROGRAM
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0 250 500
S e F et
Legend
Build Alternative 1 CPKC At-Grade Crossing I Wetland (Field Identified) 4 Potential Hazardous Site N
== Proposed Rail {____1 Parish Boundary 100-Year Floodplain ® Active Water Well
x  Plugged/Abandonded Water Well A

—— Remove RR Crossing
--— Required Right-of-Way
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New omLeaNs
RAIL GATEWAY PROGRAM

AHECONGNIC GNGIN FOR GUR COMMUNTY

0 250 500

P s F et

Legend
Build Alternative 2 CN/NOPB At-Grade Crossing [ Wetland (Field Identified) 4 Potential Hazardous Site N
= Proposed Rail i___1 Parish Boundary 100-Year Floodplain ® Active Water Well

x  Plugged/Abandonded Water Well A

—— Remove RR Crossing
------ Required Right-of-Way



New Orleans Rail Gateway Program D(
JEFFERSON HIGHWAY RAIL CROSSING RELOCATION: BUILD ALTERNATIVE 3

POID

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION & DEVELOPMENT
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--=== Required Right-of-Way
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ic Studies

Alternatives

Alternative

Data
Collection Traff
Rail
wem Operations Alternatives
ey Studies Studies
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Meetings
SOV Develop
Identify Purpose & Need

Stakeholders

Screening

Refinements

ey

Alternatives
Meetings

We
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Here

Environmental

Complete
NEPA Study

NEPA

Document

NOA™*

Studies
| Stakeholder Outreach |

* Solicitation of Views (SOV) — Initial outreach to elected and agency officials & key stakeholders
** Notice of Availability (NOA) — Public notice of NEPA Document availability
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New Orleans Rail Gateway Program DQTD

A D PARTMENT QF

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation ==

ALTERNATIVES MEETING

Welcome

to this Alternatives Meeting for the New Orleans Rail Gateway Program

in Jefferson and Orleans Parishes.

Today’s meeting is an informal, open-house style format.

To obtain the most out of today’s meeting please:

4+ Sign in at the front welcome table. By signing in your name will be

placed on the mailing list to receive future public announcements.

4+ Watch the slide presentation for an overview of the Alternative’s
Development process.

4+ Review the exhibits displayed around the room to learn more about
the Project and results of the Alternative Development process.

4 Ask questions of the Project Team members (we're all wearing

name tags). Remember, there are no foolish questions. The only

bad questions are the ones not asked.

4+ Give us your comments

e Complete a Comment Form and place it in the box at the Written
Comments Station.

* USPS mail Comment Form to: NORG - Jefferson Highway Study, ¢c/o The
Hawthorne Agency, Inc., P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70116

 Email Comment Form to: NORG@mbakerintl.com
(Subject: NORG Jefferson Highway Study Comment Form)

Comments must be received no later than November 24, 2025.
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Welcome
Special Assistance

If you require special assistance due to a

disability in order to participate in today’s

public meeting, please see a Study Team
representative at the Welcome table.

Bienvenida
asistencia especial

Si usted necesita ayuda especial debido
a una discapacidad con el fin de
participar en la sesion publica de hoy,
consulte a un representante de nuestro
equipo en la mesa de bienvenida.
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NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY
JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
Alternatives Meeting Comment Form

Please Print Clearly

Name City, State, Zip Email Address

Street or P.O. Box

Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1.

How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

O Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement [0 MyDOTD Email [ Other

2. Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
O Live O Work [0 Travel through O None of these
3. How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?
O Everytime [ Mostofthetime [ Someofthetime [ Rarely [ Never
4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?
O Agreatdeal O Somewhat [ Not at all
5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?
[0 Yes O No, please explain
6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?
O Yes 0O No, please explain
7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
No-Build Build Alternative 1 Build Alternative 2 Build Alternative 3 Build Alternative 4
8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
O Yes 0O No, please explain
CONTINUED ON BACK -
State Project No. H.005168 November 13, 2025

FAP No. DE-9208(500)



9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting?

10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? [0 Yes [0 No [ Already on the mailing list

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and return to:

(Fold) (Fold) (Fold)

NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY PROGRAM
JEFFERSON HIGHWAY RAIL CROSSING RELOCATION
P.O. BOX 56845

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70156-6845

Tape Tape
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NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY
JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
Alternatives Meeting Comment Form

Please Print Clearly

Name City, State, Zip Email Address

Street or P.O. Box

Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1.

How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

O Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement [0 MyDOTD Email [ Other

2. Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
O Live O Work [0 Travel through O None of these
3. How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?
O Everytime [ Mostofthetime [ Someofthetime [ Rarely  [= Never
4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?
[] Agreatdeal O Somewhat [ Notat all
5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?
I Yes O No, please explain
6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?
O Yes 0O No, please explain
7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
No-Build Build Alternative 1 Build Alternative 2 Build Alternative 3 Build Alternative 4
8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
O Yes [& No, please explain
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9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting?

10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? [0 Yes [ No Already on the mailing list

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and return to:

(Fold) (Fold) (Fold)

NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY PROGRAM
JEFFERSON HIGHWAY RAIL CROSSING RELOCATION
P.O. BOX 56845

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70156-6845

Tape Tape
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1.

Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

O Newspaper

O Live

(3 TV/Radio Announcement

ﬁ\ Travel through

tracks would be beneficial?

[0 Agreat deal §I¥»Somewhat O Not atall

0O MyDOTD Email

O None of these

O Other

How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this

Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?

~~~Yes O No, please explain

0 Never

Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
ﬁgWork

How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?

O Everytime O Most of the time ? Some of thetime [0 Rarely

Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad

Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental

beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?

O Yes P:;B\No please explain “
No-Build
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Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
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Build Alternative 1

Build Alternative 2
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Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
Build Alternative 3

Build Alternative 4

Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternatlve 4 should be carried forward for further study?
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9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting? 1
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10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? [ Yes [1 No [ Already on the mailing list
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1. How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?
0 Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement [ MyDOTD Email [ Other E mm
2. Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
0 Live lEi/Work E/Travel through I None of these
3. How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?
O Every time @’/Most ofthetime [J Someofthetime O Rarely [ Never
4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?
e
Agreatdeal [ Somewhat [ Notatall
5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?
@/ Yes [ No, please explain
6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?
&1 Yes [ No, please explain
7. Rankthe No Build and four (4) Build AIternatlves on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
No-Build . m Build Alternative 1 Ej Build Alternative 2 j Build Alternative 3 </ Build Alternative 4 ls
8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
Mes O No, please explain
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9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting?
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10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? [0 Yes [J No ‘ﬁ/AIready on the mailing list
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1. How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

L]
O Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement [0 MyDOTD Email IE/Other wa- {

2. Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
O Live & Work Travel through [0 None of these

3. How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?
] Everytime [ Mostofthetime [ Someofthetime [ Rarely [ Never

4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?

[0 Agreatdeal O Somewhat & Not at al

5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?

B Yes O No, please explain

6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?

O Yes B/No, please explain

7. Rank the No-
No-Build &

Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).

. , 7 , o2 3 . . S : vea 4
Build Alternative 1 __#  Build Alternative 2 _: Build Alternative 3 Build Alternative 4

8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
g >
E/Yes 3 No, please explain Hu ‘l y n{);f?f‘”: e (e f' “ﬂ/f» b /_/;/
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1. How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

. ) ' ‘E“e e
O Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement O MyDOTD Email # Other Mhailer j/ fistea:

2. Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
E Live Work [ Travelthrough O None of these

3. How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?
[J Everytme [ Mostofthetime O Someofthetime ® Rarely [ Never

4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?

[J Agreatdeal OO Somewhat T Notatall

5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?

Yes [ No, please explain

6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial propertles’?

O Yes & No, please explain. The astronsm cal G of this Oeoy et %% e céa’;vi 535%"\% ”“"f“%g
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7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1to 5 (1 being the hlghest and 5 being the lowest). (¢ r3e~= ﬁ
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No-Build v—ﬁ% Build Alternative 1 _2 Build Alternative 2 (2 Build Alternative 3 z Build Alternative 4 g

8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study? A
' . - i L S A g
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9. Doyou have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s publlc meeting?
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10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? & Yes [1 No [ Already on the mailing list

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and return to:
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JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
Alternatives Meeting Comment Form

Please Print Clearly

Name City, State, Zip Email Address
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1.

How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

O Newspaper O TV/Radio Announcement MyDOTD -Email O Other

Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
O Live E/V/Vork IE/TraveI through ] None of these

How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?

O Everytime [0 Most of the time [ Some of the time EI/Rarer O Never

Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?

O Agreatdeal O Somewhat Not at all

5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?
O Yes ENo, please explain Qe ray amdAndy Owsinag £02 ’”‘@‘AA
6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties? (
O Yes @Fo, please explain \’} a4 W s:)w/ Yy aley 3t (Susoer owh @l (Guag s
7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
No-Build % Build Alternative 1 6 Build Alternative 2 __ = S Build Alternative 3 § Build Alternative 4 = S
8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
O Yes EFNo, please explain A
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9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting?
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10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? [ Yes [J No Meady on the mailing list
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Today’s public meetmg presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screenlng rocess, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1. How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

OO Newspaper O TV/Radio Announcement%MyDOTD Email O Other

2. Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
%Live O Work [ Travelthrough [ None of these

3. How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?
[0 Everytime 0O Most of the time ﬂSome ofthetime [ Rarely O Never

4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?

KAgreatdeal [0 Somewhat [ Notatall

5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?

‘)Z(Yes I No, please explain

6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?

/%ﬁes 00 No, please explain //)C@WW //(7%5&%(1&3 0(/7// /75{/51/ fgf/offf"’%ﬁ?

7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
No-Build Build Alternative 1 Build Alternative 2 Build Alternative 3 _ 7 Build Alternative 4 =~ ;Z

8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
~o
jB\Yes O No, please explain
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8. Do you have any other comments or questions not address;ap/ﬂ{i:; today’s public meetmg”
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1. How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

[0 Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement [0 MyDOTD Email ﬁOther pridades

2. Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
DLive \E\Work \E\Travel through [ None of these

3. How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?
[0 Everytime [ Mostofthetime [0 Some of the time \E\Rarely O Never

4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?

[J Agreat deal \E\Somewhat O Not at all

5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?

\lSI\Yes O No, please explain

6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?
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7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).

No-Build __{ Build Alternative 1 ;1 Build Alternative 2 &é Build Alternative 3 %ﬂd Build Alternative 4 <

8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?

E\Tes 0 No, please explain
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9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting?
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10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? [J Yes ,Ef/ No [ Already on the mailing list
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1. How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

. a7
I Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement L1 MyDOTD Email [&" Other r”?f%/

2. Doyou Iive;t;/r}or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
Wor

O Live k IE/?/

ravel through [0 None of these

3. How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?

Mostof the time O Some oftheime [ Rarely O Never

O Every time

4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?

e
Q,/Kgreatdeal O Somewhat [ Notatall

5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?

1
0 Yes IE/I\E), please explain /3 w3/ 0Z TS [Ai e %f’ fé’ &7 //’? / %"
6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be

beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties? / / A
O Yes [3-No, please explain //;/ﬁ f*//z/ﬁ ‘ﬁf//f/é' o ‘% W/ /g’u?ﬂq{ '

7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).

No-Build Build Alternative 1 Build Alternative 2 Build Alternative 3 Build Alternative 4
8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
O Yes EI No, please explain /ﬂsf /&/ /%f;"”f” é’/é’ 7’ﬁ wey
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9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting?
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10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list?  [-Yes [0 No IZl/Already on the mailing list
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Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and return to:

(Fold) (Fold) (Fold)
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NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY
JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
Alternatives Meeting Comment Form

Please Print Clearly

Name City, State, Zip Email Address

Street or P.O. Box
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1. How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?
0 Newspaper L1 TV/Radio Announcement [1 MyDOTD Email @ Other _ [/ D TZF<FER S  £LAAI &
2. Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
E/Live O Work [ Travel through  [J None of these
3. How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?
O Every time IE/IVIost ofthetime [ Someofthetime [ Rarely [ Never
4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?
[ Agreatdeal [0 Somewhat [ Notatall
5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?
&
[@ Yes [ No, please explain
6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?
Mes O No, please explain
7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
No-Build Build Alternative 1 Build Alternative 2 Build Alternative 3 Build Alternative 4
8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
o Yes O No, please explain
CONTINUED ON BACK -
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9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting?
-
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10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? B Yes ONo O Already on the mailing list

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and return to:

(Fold) (Fold) (Fold)
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JEFFERSON HIGHWAY RAIL CROSSING RELOCATION
P.O. BOX 56845

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70156-6845

Tape Tape



NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY
JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
Alternatives Meeting Comment Form

Please Print Clearly

[Eme J gtnr;e tS?art%%.:z; Email Address
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1.

How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

[0 Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement 1 MyDOTD Email BT Other A@',

Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?

O Live B Work [ Travelthrough [ None of these

How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?

[0 Everytime LI Mostofthetime B Someofthetime [ Rarely [ Never

Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?

[ Agreatdeal O Somewhat & Not at all

Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?

M Yes O No, please explain

Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?

O Yes E/No, please explain thﬂ(-'u’/u «t#;cl: ﬁ’v LQ&‘MS}

Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
No-Build l Build Alternative 1 0 Build Alternative 2 __ ¢ Build Alternative 3 _€2_ Build Alternative 4 o

Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
of o Mgadivhy offedy sy byt
O Yes No, please explain (;n 14 t;/ (ALY N}/ 7.29 f"

CONTINUED ON BACK -
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9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting?

10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? E/Yes O No [O Already on the mailing list

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and return to:

(Fold) (Fold) (Fold)

NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY PROGRAM
JEFFERSON HIGHWAY RAIL CROSSING RELOCATION
P.0. BOX 56845

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70156-6845
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Please Print Clearly

NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY
JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Pro;ect
Alternatives Meeting Comment Form |

Name - | City, State, Zip

Street or P.O. Box

PRSI

Email Address
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1.

i

How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gatéway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation St>udy and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

'O Newspaper I TV/Radio Announcement I MyDOTD Email E7 Other P’Dﬁf CRED SEMT ‘/ 0 e/

Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
Live O Work [J Travelthrough  [I None of these

How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?

O Everytime [ Most of the time Some of the ime [0 Rarely [ Never

Do you believe constructmg an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadw ay t raffic and pedestrians over the rallroad
THE SIS AL
tracks would be beneficial? E 00T T0 /Q ,5% R W/f% Lz OCMs PVER

/ C%) o =
(] Agreatdeal OO Somewhat IZ/ot at all [‘,7 % S / I> ")‘f;————

Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Oth;‘[ Criteria adeqtgtce)l‘y evaéu/a\t/e d the four (4) Build Alter%vew N, & ?;_//Zé%/ A ]0 y L

Ul = & 0
0 ves o, s o 11 2 POVE FD2- ME15 7 ot e oD

easee

Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be

beneficial considering the lmpacts to adjacent commercial propertles'7 Th1 5 (= PR ERY JBENIEFT T/
.Z/d OCA- ;,\);277% c()/w: 7 ”Z,g, /%'777/94///?/1/8;:5 H/V/Vz

O Yes No, please explain 4 A0 dady it D LOr o))

[/U/W" //T///) ///L» L/VV“/Y/\I/“*I-J/ =V S S =

Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
—
No-Build _ Z Build Alternative 1 { Build Alternative 2 -0 5 Build Alternative 3 ~.0 Build Alternative 4 S—

Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?

O Yes D/ o, please explan ON/Lvf D we WEP— sl BT J A) P pAE 00s
P/“?ﬁwéwué LEWINe THE 1M /@c—r/:/%& 20
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9. Do you have any other comments or questions nof addressed during today’s public meeting?

10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? [0 Yes [ No [O Already on the mailing list

Comment forms can be USPS mailed to the address below or emailed to:

NORG@mbakerintl.com (Subject: NORG Jefferson Highway Rail Study Comment Form)

Comment forms post-marked/emailed no later than November 24, 2025, will be included in the public record.

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and USPS Mail to:

(Fold) : (Feld) (Fold)

(35 HIHD /B S

NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY PROGRAM
JEFFERSON HIGHWAY RAIL CROSSING RELOCATION
P.O. BOX 56845

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70156-6845

Tape . Tape




NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY
JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
Alternatives Meeting Comment Form

Please Print Clearly

Name _City, State, Zip Email Address

Street or P.O. Box

Jn BN e S ff@mesf\\f Y~ Bol | @ e o

A\ QRN Ty PG g IR

Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1.

>

o

®

How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

O Newspaper N TV/Radio Announcement N MyDOTD Email O Other

Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
O Live 0O Work N/ Travel through [ None of these

How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?

v Everytime [ Mostofthetime [0 Someofthetime [ Rarely [ Never
Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?

V Agreatdeal [ Somewhat [ Notatall

Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?

%ﬂ Yes [ No, please explain

Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?

\ﬁ Yes [ No, please explain

7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from}‘l to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
o L
No-Build 5 Build Alternative 1 __{ Build Alternative 2 _—" —’_ Build Alternative 3 ___" Build Alternative 4
8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
Yes [ No, please explain
CONTINUED ON BACK »
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10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? Ef Yes [ No [ Already on the mailing list

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and return to:

(Fold)-- - (Eold)
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Ms. Rosemarie Hurst

4216 Cornell Xing NW
mennesaw GA 30144
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NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY
JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
Alternatives Meeting Comment Form

Please Print Clearly

Name City, State, Zip Email Address

Street or P.O. Box
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1.

How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

[0 Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement [ MyDOTD Email Eféfher e

T

2. Doyou live, workvpr travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
O Live E’Work [ Travel through 0 None of these
3. How often do you encounter aw_glglay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?
O Everytime ostofthetime 0O Someofthetime O Rarely [ Never
4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?
@-Agreatdeal O Somewhat C1 Notatall
5. Do you believe the two-phase sci'eening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
?gges and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?
Yes O No, please explain
6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?
O Yes O No, please explain
7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
No-Build Build Alternative 1 Build Alternative 2 Build Alternative 3 v Build Alternative 4
8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
O Yes [@No, please explain
CONTINUED ON BACK -
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9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting?

10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? EI/Yes 0 No [ Already on the mailing list

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and return to:

(Fold) : (Fold) (Fold)
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NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY
JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
Alternatives Meeting Comment Form

mmmmmmmm

RAIL GATEWAY PROGRAM
AN TCONOMIC ENGENE FOR DUR COMMUITY

o

Please Print Clearly

Street or P.O. Box
Name City, State, Zip Email Address

2L Lo /,/, sta /ZLl/V?‘ My essih ola ®omail.com
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1. How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?

0 Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement [ MyDOTD Email IZ/Other U{U{ J tﬁLE C\oN CCN)MM l/ll‘{'l// /455/7

2. Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?

O'Lve O Work ID/TraveI through 1 Noneofthese L ived in CIOQ T&CFC“ rSON SMNee -%C/S S

3. How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?

O Everytime [ Most of the time IZ/Some ofthetime [ Rarely [ Never

4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?

O Agreatdeal [ Somewhat EZI/Notat all

5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?
O Yes ['No, please explain | ) A you 1nel ucde ("(‘FJ\E nNas ¥ an ;’( rattic

) L Iy .y i B o Do e
1550 € £Or S rrogncling Neid h b hotdls 2
6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?

O Yes Ijl/vNo, please explain {i)) USinesSFEs (O | { Close '1[\(\(,’)TYL’ /}(‘41// &) p“ CCess.

7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
No-Build 1 Build Alternative 1 ® Build Alternative 2 __C_“_ Build Alternative 3 ) Build Alternative 4 (_)

8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
O Yes {6\No, please explain [\\c.”‘ Z% 1) ((7(7 1< The on) \// V1o h e \IQ lce /).
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9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting?

How much will it cost and toh o peys -

>
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10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mai 2 Yes [J No [ Already on the mailing list /

Please email me all releygnt /hFormation,

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and return to:

(Fold)
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221 Rio Vista Ave
) Jefferson, LA 70121

NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY PROGRAM
JEFFERSON HIGHWAY RAIL CROSSING RELOCATION
P.0. BOX 56845
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NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY
JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
Alternatives Meeting Comment Form

Please Print Clearly

Name City, State, Zip Email Address

Street or P.O. Box

Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1. How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?
O Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement MyDOTD Email O Other
2. Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
O Live ISl/VVork E/I/Travei through [ None of these
3. How often do you encounter a delay due to l;raiytaffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?
O Everytime [ Most of the time Some of thetime [ Rarely O Never
4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?
E?/Agreat deal O Somewhat [ Notatall
5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?
E/Yes O No, please explain
6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?
O Yes B/No, please explain _&UT ot SITE sut of MND
7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
No-Build fzﬂ Build Alternative 12— Build Alternative 2 > Build Alternative 3 Hj Build Alternative 4 ﬁ
8. [;/yeu agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
Yes [ No, please explain
CONTINUED ON BACK -
State Project No. H.005168 November 13, 2025

FAP No. DE-9208(500)




9. Do you have any other comments or questions not addressed during today’s public meeting?
Nowa Mow,

10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? B/Yes [0 No [ Already on the mailing list

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, stamp, and return to:

(Fold) - - : ——~(Fold)-----
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NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70156-6845
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NEW ORLEANS o
RAIL GATEWAY PROGRAM

Please Print Clearly

NEW ORLEANS RAIL GATEWAY

JEFFERSON AND ORLEANS PARISHES, LOUISIANA

Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Project
Alternatives Meeting Comment Form

Name

Street or P.O. Box
City, State, Zip

Email Address
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Today’s public meeting presents the project’s purpose and need, alternatives developed, and screening process, and to solicit
comments. Please answer the following questions. Your input is an important part of the transportation decision-making process.

1. How did you hear about the New Orleans Rail Gateway (NORG) Jefferson Highway Rail Crossing Relocation Study and this
Alternatives Public Meeting (check all that apply)?
[0 Newspaper [ TV/Radio Announcement [ MyDOTD Email [ Other b{,ﬂé&f M
2. Do you live, work or travel through the Jefferson Highway Project Area (check all that apply)?
# Live 0O Work [ Travelthrough 1 None of these
3. How often do you encounter a delay due to train traffic at the Jefferson Highway at-grade (street-level) rail crossings?
O Everytime ] Mostof the time [0 Some of the time O Rarely [ Never
4. Do you believe constructing an overpass on Jefferson Highway to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad
tracks would be beneficial?
E_Agreatdeal [0 Somewhat [ Notatall
5. Do you believe the two-phase screening process, first against the Purpose and Need, and then against the Environmental
Resources and Other Criteria adequately evaluated the four (4) Build Alternatives?
O Yes O No, please explain
6. Do you believe that constructing an overpass to carry roadway traffic and pedestrians over the railroad tracks would be
beneficial considering the impacts to adjacent commercial properties?
¥ Yes [ No, please explain
7. Rank the No-Build and four (4) Build Alternatives on a scale from 1 to 5 (1 being the highest and 5 being the lowest).
No-Build 5 Build Alternative 1 Build Alternative 2 Build Alternative 3 Build Alternative 4 __/
8. Do you agree that the No-Build and Build Alternative 4 should be carried forward for further study?
] Yes [ No, please explain
CONTINUED ON BACK -
State Project No. H.005168 November 13, 72025

™ No. DE-9208(500)




9. Do you have any other comments or questions no‘t addressed during today’s public meeting? |
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10. Would you like to be added to the NORG Jefferson mailing list? A Yes O No O Already on the mailing list
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INDIVIDUAL VERBAL COMMENTS



RELOCATION PROJECT VERBAL COMMENTS on 11/13/2025

1
2
3 DOTD
4 LOUI SI ANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON & DEVELOPMENT
5
6
7
8 ACQUI SI TION OF RIGHAT OF WAY
9 AND
10 RELOCATI ON ASSI STANCE
11
12
13
14 RELOCATI ON PRQJECT
15
16
17
18 Verbal Comments taken at the Public Meeting
19 for Jefferson H ghway Rail Crossing Rel ocation
20 Project held on Thursday, Novenber 13, 2025 at 6:00
21 to 7:30 p.m at Cchsner Medical Center Canpus, Brent
22  House Hotel, 2nd floor Ballroom |ocated at 1512
23 Jefferson Hi ghway, New Ol eans, Louisiana 70121.
24
25
New Orleans 504.522.2101 North Shore 985.206.9303

Toll Free 800.526.8720 SerpasCourtReporting.com Baton Rouge 225.332.3040



RELOCATION PROJECT VERBAL COMMENTS on 11/13/2025

1 APPEARANCES
2
3 1. TOM SI EMENS
4 625 Cel pi Avenue
5 New O | eans, Louisiana 70121
6
7 2. BERT BRUPBACHER, SR
8 300 Jefferson Hi ghway
9 Suite 304
10 New O | eans, Louisiana 70121
11
12 3 MARK DUCOTE
13 701 Jefferson H ghway
14 New Ol eans, Louisiana 70121
15
16 4 BERT BRUPBACHER, JR
17 300 Jefferson Hi ghway
18 Suite 304
19 New O | eans, Louisiana 70121
20
21
22
23
24
25
New Orleans 504.522.2101 North Shore 985.206.9303

Toll Free 800.526.8720 SerpasCourtReporting.com Baton Rouge 225.332.3040
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3

1 VERBAL COMVENTS

2 MR, SI EMENS:

3 Ckay, so | have two concerns. The

4 first is that the Sewerage and Water Board of New

5 Oleans needs to be included as a key stakeholder in

6 this project. They have a nassive | aydown yard on

7 Knox Road that is going to be inpacted by this, and

8 it needs to be sonething that is accommobdat ed.

9 There's alot of, like, that's where we keep all of
10  our spare electric equipnent, all of our spare pipes.
11 It's a key conponent to the infrastructure that we're
12 trying to maintain. And no one at the Sewerage and
13  Water Board seenms to know that this is even
14  happening. So, they need to be included as a key
15 stakehol der.

16 And | would like to see that all of

17 the presentations going forward nore clearly define
18 what displaced busi ness neans, because it seens that
19 all of the businesses that are just mnorly inpacted
20 are going to actually be lost, including a couple

21 that are like nanes in New Ol eans, |ike for

22 instance, Krabby Jacks. It's gone. And | think that
23 is going to be a huge loss for the comunity. Thank
24  you.

25 MR. BRUPBACHER, SR
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4
1 So, let's see, | feel as though this
2 project is not needed. It's going to cost too nuch
3 noney for the benefit it's going to create, and it's
4 going to be a detrinent to our business and a | ot of
5 busi nesses in the area. And we're going to just be,
6 have to just shut down, a lot of small businesses.
7 They just created the Jefferson Parish
8 Design District, which incorporates many of the
9 businesses in there, and just about every business in
10 there is going to be negatively inpacted or closed
11 down. So, |I'm100% against it. And | just feel as
12 though it's another thing from Cchsner Hospital, |ust
13 to get clear access to their facility. They bought
14 up all the -- nevermnd. They just, | feel as though
15 they just bought up everything in the nei ghborhood,
16 and they just wanted to just make it a corridor for
17 them and that's what it is for. So, that's just ny
18 personal thoughts.
19 So anyway, yeah, that's a | ot of noney
20 just for sonmething -- it's just a five trains a day.
21 |"ve been there 20 years. W started a snall
22  business after Katrina, and there's 20 ot her
23  businesses in the whole conplex we're in. You won't
24 be able to turn in. You' re gonna be able, everybody
25 is just going to bypass it, you know. You know how
New Orleans 504.522.2101 North Shore 985.206.9303
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1 it is. It is, why go through, you know, if it's a
2 hassle to get to, you' re not gonna go there unless
3 you need flooring. W sell flooring. You need sone
4 flooring, cone see us.
5 ALl right, I'mfinished. Thank you.
6 MR, DUCOTE
7 | guess basically this overpass goes
8 right over us. W're a retail establishnment, bicycle
9 store, which we seemto be in the mddle of it. And
10 it looks like they're going to renmove nost of ny
11 custoners' parking in front, which will be a massive
12  problem not including the route that people wll
13 have to take to get to the store.
14 Basically, it mght be shut down for
15 us if this goes into play. | understand the point of
16 it and everything, but | think there's got to be some
17 nore discussions about it which I think there is
18 going to be some other neetings. So, contact ne if
19 you need, 504-828-1862. Thank you.
20 MR. BRUPBACHER, JR. :
21 My concern with Option 4 is the
22 ingress and egress at 300 Jefferson H ghway al so
23 known as the Md City Business Park. It appears that
24  there's anple frontage and servitude and room for
25 access, but yet it seens to have been restricted. |
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haven't received a satisfactory answer as to why and
l'd just like to know why. Has that been consi dered
and if not, then why not?

Qther than that, |I'mokay to go on
record that | amfirmy against the project. It just
seens an unnecessary waste of limted funds. Thank
you.

(Wher eupon verbal comrents concl uded.)
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1

2 REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

3

4 This certification is valid only for a
transcri pt acconplished by ny original signature and

5 original required stanp on this page.

6 |, TAMW LeBLANC JOSEPH, Certified Court

Reporter, in and for the State of Loui siana,
7 Certificate No. 91118, as the Oficer before whom
t hese verbal comrents were taken by nme on Novenber
8 13, 2025, upon authority of R S. 37:2554; as
her ei nbefore set forth in the forgoing 6 pages; that
9 t hese verbal coments were reported by ne in the
stenotype reporting nethod, was prepared, transcribed
10 by me or under ny personal direction and supervi sion;
and is a true and correct transcript to the best of
11 my ability and understanding; that the transcript has
been prepared in conpliance with transcript fornmat
12 gui delines required by statute or by rules of the
board and that | aminfornmed about the conplete
13 arrangenent, financial or otherwise, with the person
or entity maki ng arrangenents for deposition
14 services; that | have acted in conpliance with the
prohi bition on contractual relationships, as defined
15 by LA Code of Civil Procedure, Art 1434, and in rules
and advi sory opi ni ons of the board;
16
that | have no actual know edge of any
17 prohi bited enpl oyment or contractual rel ationship,
direct or indirect, between a court reporting firm
18 and any party litigant in this matter nor is there
any such rel ati onship between nyself and a party

19 litigant in this matter. | amnot related to counsel
or to the parties herein, nor am| otherw se

20 interested in the outconme of this matter.

21 Dated this 15th day of Novenber, 2025.

22

23 Aomut /S; bdlane, Qfse\.xL

24 Tanmmy LeBl anc Joseph, CCR

25
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Index: 100%—key

1
100% 4:11

2
20 4:21,22
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300 5:22
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504-828-1862 5:19
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access 4:135:25
accommodated 3:8
ample 5:24
appears 5:23

area 4:5

clear 4:13
closed 4:10
comments 3:16:8
community 3:23
complex 4:23
component 3:11
concern 5:21
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concluded 6:8
considered 6:2
contact 5:18
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cost 4:2
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create 4:3
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customers' 5:11
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benefit 4:3

bicycle 5:8
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bypass 4:25

day 4:20

define 3:17
Design 4:8
detriment 4:4
discussions 5:17
displaced 3:18
District 4:8
DUCOTE 5:6

feel 4:1,11,14
finished 5:5
firmly 6:5
flooring 5:3,4
forward 3:17
front 5:11
frontage 5:24
funds 6:6

guess 5:7

H

happening 3:14
hassle 5:2
Highway 5:22
Hospital 4:12
huge 3:23

impacted 3:7,19 4:10
included 3:5,14
including 3:205:12
incorporates 4:8
infrastructure 3:11
ingress 5:22

instance 3:22

egress 5:22
electric 3:10
equipment 3:10

establishment 5:8

Jacks 3:22
Jefferson 4:75:22
JR 5:20

City 5:23

facility 4:13

Katrina 4:22
key 3:5,11,14
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Index: Knox—years

Knox 3:7
Krabby 3:22

laydown 3:6
limited 6:6
loss 3:23
lost 3:20

lot 3:94:4,6,19
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Park 5:23

parking 5:11
people 5:12
personal 4:18
pipes 3:10

play 5:15

point 5:15
presentations 3:17
problem 5:12
project 3:64:26:5

maintain 3:12
make 4:16
massive 3:6 5:11
means 3:18
meetings 5:18
Mid 5:23
middle 5:9
minorly 3:19
money 4:3,19

R

received 6:1
record 6:5
remove 5:10
restricted 5:25
retail 5:8
Road 3:7
room 5:24
route 5:12

S

names 3:21
needed 4:2
negatively 4:10
neighborhood 4:15

nevermind 4:14

o

Ochsner 4:12
Option 5:21
Orleans 3:5,21

overpass 5:7

Parish 4:7

satisfactory 6:1
sell 5:3
servitude 5:24
Sewerage 3:4,12
shut 4:65:14
SIEMENS 3:2
small 4:6,21
spare 3:10

SR 3:25
stakeholder 3:5,15
started 4:21
store 5:9,13

T

thing 4:12
thoughts 4:18
trains 4:20
turn 4:24

U

understand 5:15

unnecessary 6:6

V

verbal 3:16:8

wanted 4:16
waste 6:6
Water 3:4,13
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