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ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION CHECKLIST 

State Project No. H.004273 
Federal Aid No. H004273 
Name: I-49 Connector, Lafayette Regional Airport to I-10 / I-49 / LA 182 Interchange 
Route: LA 182 and US 90 
Parish: Lafayette 

1. General Information 

� Conceptual Layout 
□ survey 
□ Line and Grade 

2. Class of Action 

� Environmental Impact Statement (E.I.S.) 
□ Environmental Assessment (E.A.) 
□ Categorical Exclusion (C.E.) 
□ state Funded Only (EE/EF/ER) 

3. Project Description (use attachment if necessary) 

□ Plan-in-Hand 
□ Preliminary Plans 
□ Advance Check Print 

□ Programmatic C.E. (P.C.E.) 
□ 23 CFR 771.177(c) 
0 23CFR 771.177(d) 

The project includes a segment of I-49 extending 5.5 miles from Lafayette Regional Airport (LFT) to the I-10 / 
I-49 / LA 182 Interchange. Approximately 2.75 miles is a viaduct. It includes the replacement of the existing US 
90 and the E University Avenue crossings of the Vermilion River and provides new crossings of the river for the 
frontage roads. It also reconstructs the Evangeline Thruway and restores the existing northbound lanes as a 
local street from 16 Street to Goldman Street. Interchanges will be located at E Kaliste Saloom Road and at E 
Willow Street, ramp pairs will be located south of E Pinhook Road and north of Taft Street, a southbound 
exit to Downtown will be paired with a northbound entrance south of E Willow Street. See Chapter 2 and 
3 and Appendix A of the Draft SEIS for more details. 

4. Public Involvement 

� Views were solicited. (July 20, 2016) 
□ Views were not solicited. 
0 Public Involvement Events Held. (See Chapter 6 of the Draft SEIS for a list of events and dates.) 
E A public hearing/opportunity for requesting a public hearing required. (Date to be determined.) 
□ A public hearing/opportunity for requesting a public hearing required. 

5. Real Estate 

NO 
a. Will additional right-of-way be required?....................................................................... □ 

Is right-of-way required from a burial/cemetery site?........................................... [Z] 
Is right-of-way required from a Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) property?....... 0 
Is right-of-way prime farmland? (Use form AD 1006, if needed)........................... □ 

b. Will any relocation of residences or businesses occur?............................................... □ 
c. Are construction or drainage servitudes required?....................................................... □ 

6. Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) 

YES N/A 
a □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

a □ 

NO YES N/A 

a. Will historic sites or publicly owned parks, recreation areas, wildlife or waterfowl 
refuges (Section 4(f)) be affected?.............................................................................. D 

b. Are properties acquired or improved with LWCF funds affected?............................. [E] 
a 

□ 

□ 

□ 



7. Cultural Section 106 

a. Are any known historic properties adjacent or impacted by the project? (If so, list 
below) . 

b. Are any known archaeological sites adjacent or impacted by the project? (If so, 
list below) . 

c. Would the project affect property owned by or held in trust for a federally 
recognized tribal government? . 

8. Natural & Physical Environment 

a. Are wetlands affected? . 
b. Are other waters of the US affected? . 
c. Are Endangered/Threatened Species/Habitat affected? . 
d. Is project within a 100 Year Floodplain? . 
e. Is project in a Coastal Zone Management Area? . 
f. Is project in a Coastal Barrier Resources Area? . 
g. Is project on a Sole Source Aquifer? . 
h. Is project impacting a navigable waterway? . 
i. Are there any State or Federal Scenic Rivers/Streams impacted? . 
j. Is a noise analysis warranted? . 
k. Is an air quality study warranted? . 
I. Is project in a nonattainment area? . 
m. Is project in an approved Transportation Plan, Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP), and/or State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)?........... 
n. Are construction air, noise, and water impacts major? . 
o. Will the project affect or be affected by a hazardous waste site, leaking 

underground storage tank, oil/gas well, or other potentially contaminated site?..... 

9. Social Impacts 

a. Will the project change land use in the area? . 
b. Are any churches or schools impacted by or adjacent to the project? (If so, list 

below) . 
c. Has Title VI been considered? . 
d. Will any specific groups be adversely affected? (i.e. minorities, low-income, 

elderly, disabled, etc.) . 
e. Are any hospitals, medical facilities, fire, police facilities impacted by or 

adjacent to the project? (If so, list below) . 
f. Will transportation patterns change? . 
g. Is community cohesion affected by the project? . 
h. Are the short-term social/economic impacts due to construction considered 

major? . 
i. Do conditions warrant special construction times? . 
j. Were Context Sensitive Solutions considered? (If so explain below) . 
k. Were bike and pedestrian accommodations considered? (If so explain below) . 
I. Will the roadway/bridge be closed? (if yes, answer questions below) . 

Will a detour bridge be provided? . 
Will a detour road be provided? . 
Will a detour route be provided? . 

NO YES N/A 

□ 

□ 

□ 

NO 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

NO 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

YES 

a 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

YES 

□ 

a 

□ 

a 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

N/A 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

N/A 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



10. Permits (check all permits that may be required) 

□ Corps Nationwide □ CUP/Consistency 
E Corps Section 404/10 Determination 

□ Levee EI USCG Bridge 

□ Other (explain below) EI USCG Navigation 
Lights 

11. Other (Use this space to explain or expand answers to questions above.) 

Question 5 - Real Estate 

□ LA Scenic Stream 
� DEQ woc 
� LPDES Stormwater 

• Additional right-of-way is required in both Alternative C-5 and Alternative C-6, as noted in Chapter 2, Table 2-5. 
• For all alternatives, the Nation Resource Conservation Service determined that because the project area has 

been urbanized or has been dedicated to urban use, prime farmland soils in the project corridor are exempt 
from the Farmland Protection Policy Act and no specific efforts are being considered for mitigation or 
minimization of impacts to those soils. 

• Relocations are discussed in Chapter 4, Section 4.4 Property Acquisitions and Displacements. 
• Construction servitudes will likely be required. 

Question 6 - Section 4(f) and Section 6(f) 

Parks/Recreation Sites affected by the project: 
• Beaver Park 
• Attakapas-lshak Trail 

Question 7 - Cultural Section 106 

Known Historic Sites/Structures impacted by project: 
• Freetown-Port Rico NRHD 

Known Historic Sites/Structures adjacent to project: 
• Lafayette CBD (Le Centre) NRHD 
• Sterling Grove NRHD 
• Trappey's Plant Site 
• Wallis Estate 

Archaeological Sites adjacent to project: 
• 16LY153 

Cemeteries adjacent to project: 
• Old Mt. Airy Baptist Church Cemetery 

Question 8 - Natural and Physical Environment 

Wetlands/Waters of the US: 
• The Analysis Alternatives would affect a small area of wetlands on the eastern edge of the ROW just south of 

the Vermilion River where the Ishak-Attakapas Trail will be realigned. 
• The Analysis Alternatives would have the following effects on Waters of the United States: 

o a large intermittent drainage swale on the west side of the ROW just north of the Vermilion River and 
would cross the Webb Coulee and the Vermilion River in the same locations as the Thruway 

o a new crossing of the Vermilion River at University Avenue 
o an intermittent roadside drainage located on the east side of US 90 south of the river 
o large culverts under commercial property that enters the proposed ROW, flows under E Kaliste 

Saloom Road and remains in culverts beneath developed areas to the southeast. 

Floodplains: 
• According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency's current Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM, revised 

in 2020), the project ROW (417 acres) transits three sites located within the 100-year floodplain. All three sites 
are designated as Flood Zone AE, or those within the 100-year floodplain and having specified base flood 
elevations (BFE) referenced to the North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD 88). Two of the sites, Site A 
and Site B, because they cross the Vermillion River at Evangeline Thruway and E. University Avenue, 
respectively, include designated floodway. Combined, these three sites comprise 8.8 acres (2.1-percent) of the 
project, or approximately 0.14-percent of the 100-year floodplain within city limits. They include: 



o Site A: 7.1 acres at the Thruway crossing of the Vermillion River, including approaches; it currently 
contains no at-grade pavement and 1.1 acres of pavement elevated above the floodplain, 

o Site B: 1.6 acres at the E. University Avenue crossing of the Vermillion River; it currently contains no 
at-grade pavement and 0.5 acres of pavement elevated above the floodplain, and 

o Site C: 0.1 acres along E. University Avenue just west of Dorset Avenue; it currently contains 0.1 acres 
of at-grade pavement and no pavement elevated above the floodplain. 

Combined, the three floodplain sites include 0.1 acres of existing at-grade pavement (0.02-percent of the 
project corridor) and 1.6 acres of existing elevated pavement (0.4-percent of the project corridor). 

Sole Source Aquifer: 
• Chicot Acquifer 

Noise 
• A Noise Analysis was conducted and 3 noise barriers were recommended for mitigation. The complete Noise 

Analysis can be found in Appendix K of the DEIS. 

Transportation Plans: 
• The Lafayette 2050 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) lists the I-49 Connector as a vital transportation 

improvement project. The MTP includes two lists of projects: those projects with dedicated funding are listed 
in the Financially Constrained Thoroughfare Plan (FCTP) and the remainder are listed in the Vision Plan. The 
I-49 Connector is listed in the Vision Plan. 

• The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) of the AMPO for Fiscal Years 2023 through 2026, originally 
adopted September 21, 2022, and amended May 17, 2023, lists one project within the I-49 Connector project 
area. 

Hazardous Waste Sites: 

Table 4-39: 32 REC Sites Wi th in the Required ROWs of the A l ternatives 

,-- .,.·�· .. . . ··-- .___ . 
SITE N O.

] 
STATION NAME ADDRESS ] ROD C- 5 C- 6 

1 973+00L Circle K 2103 NW Evangeline Thwy. X X X 

2 970+60L Giles Clearance Center 2045 NW Evangeline Thwy X X X 

3 970+00 R A-Aba l Tra nsmission 2044 NE Evang eline Thwy X X X 

4 967+70R Lafayette Automotive 2016 NE Evangeline Thwy X X X 

6 962+10R Vacant Lot 2004 NE Evan g e li ne Thwy X X X 

7 958+80R Circle K 1912 NE Evangeline Thwy X X X 

8 944+00R BOMAuto 203 E. Willow St. X X 

11 918+60C Former Chevron 1100 NE Evangeline Thwy X X X 

12 916+00C RaceTrac 1001 NE Evangeline Thwy X X X 

13 911+10C Action Auto 804 NW Evangeline Thwy X X X 

15 909+60L Jack's Car Wash 801 NW Evangeline Thwy X X X 

16 904+40L Sriji Food Mart 323 Mudd Ave. X X X 

17 903+60C Money Mart 421 MuddAve. X X X 

21 894+00L Acadiana Rubber/Gasket 102 E. Simcoe St. X X X 

22 893+00C Smoke'n Go I 300 E. S i mcoe St. X X X 

24 891+00L RelaDyne 115 E. Second St X X X 

27 887+50R Vac ant Lot 100 NE Evangeline Thwy X X X 

28 887+40R Truckboy & Sons 101 NW Evangeline Thwy X X X 

32 883+00C Citgo 218 Jefferson Blvd. X X X 

38 868+00R Vacant Lot 601 SW Evangeline Thwy X X X 

39 868+ 00RR St Anthony I Used Tire 200 Louisiana Ave. X X X 

41 866+50C Bargain Cars 600 SW Evangeline Thwy X X X 

42 865+ 00 R V&J Auto Sales 201 11th St. X X X 

43 860+00C Evangeline Thwy Storage 814 SW Evangeline Thwy X X X 

44 855+00C BNSF Tracts (3) 810 Johnston St. X X X 

47 837+50L Gulf 1332 SW Evangeline Thwy X 

48 837+50R On The Run Exxon 1339 SE Evangeline Thwy X X X 

50 835+50R Snow Seafood 603 E. P inhoo k Rd. X X 

51 834+00R Tobacco P l us 1407 SE Evangeline Thwy X X X 

54 799+00R Hit-n-Run Shell 1551 SE Evangeline Thwy X X X 

56 759+20L Circle K 624 E. Kaliste Saloom Rd. X 

57 755+00R Worldwide F l ight Service 1751 SE Evangeline Thwy X X X 
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